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Freehold Borough School District 

District Mission 

We will inspire the creativity and imagination of all students and empower them as 

knowledgeable, skillful, and confident learners who flourish and contribute willingly in a 

changing world. 

Core Beliefs 

We believe that: 

 All people have inherent worth. 

 Life-long learning is basic to the survival and advancement of society. 

 The primary influence on the individual's development is the family in all its forms. 

 Valuing diversity is essential to individual growth and the advancement of society. 

 All individuals have strengths and human potential has no known limits. 

 Democracy thrives when individuals accept responsibility for their choices. 

 Being trustworthy builds trust. 

 Creativity and imagination are essential for society to flourish. 

 A safe environment is essential for the well-being of the individual and for society to 

flourish 
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Freehold Borough School District 

Philosophy 

The philosophy for our curriculum is developed with a democratic system of beliefs and values.  

Believing that our students deserve the best education, our curriculum is aligned to the most 

current New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards and current statewide assessments.  Our 

scope and sequence is vertically and horizontally aligned.  The progression of objectives 

embraces decades of rigorous research, conducted both independently and at the university level, 

and acknowledges that children develop differently and that learning experiences and strategies 

for performance are differentiated.  Our borough is a diverse community, rich in tradition and 

spirit.  Knowledge is a fusion balancing authentic experience and content, which language arts 

literacy skills are integrated with other content areas.  Our curriculum contains common 

expectations that are rigorous and student centered, and teachers, who are most proximal to the 

children, will use this document as an instrument to ensure student success. 

To ensure that our children are successful and receive the best education, this curriculum 

document, our staff will continuously collaborate on this living document.  We will develop 

purposeful and effective formative and summative assessments which measure growth of our 

curriculum and inform our instruction.  Finally, we will continuously seek to grow professionally 

through professional development, which is aligned to statewide regulations, but specifically 

geared to benefit our curriculum, school, and children. 

General Curriculum & Instruction Objectives 

 Teachers will employ lessons that are aligned to our curriculum and framed utilizing 

current research-based methods and techniques that focus on student achievement 

 Our lessons will be structured according to statewide and district standards and our 

teachers will have flexibility to ensure that lessons meet the needs of all learners 

 Units and lessons will be differentiated  

 Curriculum is be student focused on success and balances developmental theory and 

psychometric standards 

 Democratically developed benchmarks and assessments will be utilized to gauge student 

and curricular growth.  Assessment will be multidimensional and developed according to 

student need. 
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Educational Outcome Goals/Course Overview 

New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Visual and Performing Arts 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/arts/intro.pdf 

INTRODUCTION 

Arts Education in the 21st Century Creativity is a driving force in the 21st century global 

economy, with the fastest growing jobs and emerging industries relying on the ability of workers 

to think unconventionally and use their imaginations.  

The best employers the world over will be looking for the most competent, most creative, and 

most innovative people on the face of the earth ... This will be true not just for the top 

professionals and managers, but up and down the length and breadth of the workforce ... Those 

countries that produce the most important new products and services can capture a premium in 

world market ...  

(2007, National Center on Education and the Economy) 

 Experience with and knowledge of the arts are essential components of the P-12 curriculum in 

the 21st century. As the state of New Jersey works to transform public education to meet the 

needs of a changing world and the 21st century workforce, capitalizing on the unique ability of 

the arts to unleash creativity and innovation in our students is critical for success, as reflected in 

the mission and vision that follow:  

Mission: The arts enable personal, intellectual, social, economic, and human growth by fostering 

creativity and providing opportunities for expression beyond the limits of language.  

Vision: An education in the arts fosters a population that:  

• Creates, reshapes, and fully participates in the enhancement of the quality of life, 

globally.  

• Participates in social, cultural, and intellectual interplay among people of different 

ethnic, racial, and cultural backgrounds through a focus on the humanities.  

• Possesses essential technical skills and abilities significant to many aspects of life 

and work in the 21st century.  

• Understands and impacts the increasingly complex technological environment.  

The expectation of the New Jersey arts standards is that all students communicate at a basic level 

in each of the four arts disciplines by the end of fifth grade, using the vocabulary, materials, 

tools, techniques, and intellectual methods of each arts discipline in a developmentally 

appropriate manner. Beginning in grade 6, student instruction in the arts is driven by 

specialization, with students choosing one of the four arts disciplines based on their interests, 

aptitudes, and career aspirations. By the end of grade 12, students are expected to communicate 
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proficiently in one or more arts disciplines of their choice. By graduation from secondary school, 

all students should, in at least one area of specialization, be able to:  

• Define and solve artistic problems with insight, reason, and technical proficiency. 

• Develop and present basic analyses of works of art from structural, historical, 

cultural, and aesthetic perspectives.  

• Call upon their informed acquaintance with exemplary works of art from a variety 

of cultures and historical periods.  

• Relate various types of arts knowledge and skills within and across the arts 

disciplines by mixing and matching competencies and understandings in art-

making, history, culture, and analysis in any arts-related project 
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Core Materials 

 

Technology 

 CD Player/iPod 

 Computers and iPads 

 Projector 

 Sound equipment 

Recorders 

Keyboards 

Household Items (Orff instruments) 

Nursery Rhymes 

Xylophone 
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Pacing Guide 

Unit Anticipated Time Frame 

Kindergarten – Unit 1:  Creative Process September – October (Approximately 7 weeks) 

Kindergarten – Unit 2:  Performing November - December (Approximately 7 

weeks) 

Kindergarten – Unit 3:  Performance January - February (Approximately 7 weeks) 

Kindergarten – Unit 4:  Aesthetic Responses March – April (Approximately 7 weeks) 

Kindergarten – Unit 5:  History of the Arts 

and Culture 

May - June (Approximately 7 weeks) 

 

Grade 1 – Unit 1:  Creative Process September – October (Approximately 7 weeks) 

Grade 1 – Unit 2:  Performing November - December (Approximately 7 

weeks) 

Grade 1 – Unit 3:  Performing January - March (Approximately 11 weeks) 

Grade 1 – Unit 4:  Aesthetic Responses and 

Critique Methodologies 

March – May (Approximately 11 weeks) 

Grade 1 – Unit 5:  History of the Arts and 

Culture 

June (Approximately 7 weeks Extra Unit if 

Time Allows) 

Grade 2 – Unit 1:  Creative Process September – October (Approximately 7 weeks) 

Grade 2  – Unit 2:  Performing November - December (Approximately 7 

weeks) 

Grade 2 – Unit 3:  Performing January - March (Approximately 11 weeks) 

Grade 2 – Unit 4:  Aesthetic Responses and 

Critique Methodologies 

March – May (Approximately 11 weeks) 

Grade 2 – Unit 5:  History of Arts and Culture June (Approximately 7 weeks Extra Unit if 

Time Allows) 

Grade 3 – Unit 1:  Creative Process September – October (Approximately 7 weeks) 

Grade 3 – Unit 2:  Performing November - December (Approximately 7 

weeks) 

Grade 3 – Unit 3:  Performing January - March (Approximately 11 weeks) 

Grade 3 – Unit 4:  Aesthetic Responses and 

Critique Methodologies 

April - May (Approximately 7 weeks) 

 

Grade 3 – Unit 5:  History of the Arts and 

Culture 

June (Approximately 4 weeks) 

 

Grade 4 – Unit 1:  Creative Process September – October (Approximately 7 weeks) 

Grade 4 – Unit 2:  Performing November - December (Approximately 7 

weeks) 

Grade 4 – Unit 3:  Performing January - March (Approximately 11 weeks) 

Grade 4 – Unit 4:  Aesthetic Responses and 

Critique Methodologies 

April-June (Approximately 11 weeks) 

Grade 4  – Unit 5:  History of the Arts and 

Culture 

June (Approximately 7 Weeks- Extra Unit if 

time allows) 

Grade 5 – Unit 1:  Creative Process September – October (Approximately 7 weeks) 

Grade 5 – Unit 2:  Performing November - December (Approximately 7 

weeks) 
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Grade 5  – Unit 3:  Performing January - March (Approximately 12 weeks) 

Grade 5 – Unit 4:  Aesthetic Responses and 

Critique Methodologies 

April-June (Approximately 11 weeks) 

Grade 5 – Unit 5:  History of the Arts and 

Culture 

June (Approximately 7 Weeks- Extra Unit if 

time allows) 

*For Grade 6:  When students have 1 semester of music, only Units 1-3 will be completed* 

Grade 6 – Unit 1:  Creative Process September- October (Approximately 7 Weeks) 

Grade 6 – Unit 2:  Performing November- December (Approximately 7 

Weeks) 

Grade 6 – Unit 3:  Performing January- February (Approximately 7 Weeks)  

Grade 6 – Unit 4: Aesthetic Responses and 

Critique Methodologies 

March and April (Approximately 7 Weeks) 

Grade 6 – Unit 5:  History of the Arts and 

Culture 

May- June (Approximately 7 Weeks) 

 

*For Grade 7:  Shorten Units 1 and 2 to about 4 Weeks each when 1 Marking Period of 

Music is given* 

Grade 7 – Unit 1:  Creative Process September- October (Approximately 7 Weeks) 

Grade 7 – Unit 2:  Performing November- December (Approximately 7 

Weeks)  

Grade 7 – Unit 3:  Performing January- February (Approximately 7 Weeks)  

Grade 7 – Unit 4:  Aesthetic Responses and 

Critique Methodologies 

March- April (Approximately 7 Weeks) 

 

Grade 7 – Unit 5:  History of the Arts and 

Culture 

May- June (Approximately 7 Weeks) 

 

Grade 7 – Extra Performing Unit- Guitar 

(should time allow) 

(Approximately 7 Weeks) 

Grade 8 – Unit 1:  Creative Process September- October (Approximately 7 Weeks) 

Grade 8 – Unit 2:  Performance November- December (Approximately 7 

Weeks) 

Grade 8 – Unit 3:  Performance January- February (Approximately 7 Weeks) 

Grade 8 – Unit 4:  Aesthetic Responses and 

Critique Methodologies 

March – April (Approximately 7 weeks) 

 

Grade 8 – Unit 5:  History of the Arts and 

Culture 

May - June (Approximately 7 weeks) 
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Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

In order for children to appreciate and comprehend music to the fullest extent, they must achieve 

a basic level of music literacy.  This unit covers the elements of music that are foundational to 

basic music literacy. 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.1 The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements 

and principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, and 

visual art. 

 

1.1.2.B.2 The elements of music are foundational to basic music literacy. 

Enduring Understandings: 

Rhythm is a pattern of movement in time. 

Rhythm is the short and long sounds of music. 

Rhythm and beat are not the same. 

Pitches are the high and low sounds of music. 

Melody has shape. 

Music can be made from anything. 

Essential Questions: 

In what ways does rhythm impact how we 

hear/feel music? 

What is the relationship between melody and 

speech? 

Is all sound music? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Steady Beat 

Tempo (Fast vs. Slow) 

Classroom Instruments 

Dynamics – Loud vs. Soft (volume shift) 

“Verse/Chorus” Song Form 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Identify fast and slow tempo. 

Keep a steady beat, echo, clap and/or play 

various rhythms. 

 

Identify various non-pitched percussion 

instruments (timbre). 

 

Identify terraced dynamics. 

 

Identify AB form, echo. 

 

Identify melodic direction as up or down. 

Unit Plan Title 

 

Kindergarten – Unit 1:  Creative Process 

Suggested Time Frame September – October (Approximately 7 weeks) 
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In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  E CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  E CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  E CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  ET CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Math 

Literacy 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 
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 Identify musical elements in response to 

diverse aural prompts such as rhythm, timbre, 

dynamics, form and melody. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Vocabulary:  (Terraced) Dynamics, Timbre, Beat, Echo, Rhythm 

 

Perform rhythms at varied tempi. 

Reading within the context of literature. 

Echo the teacher. 

Echo Sing. 

Teacher led call and response. 

Listening to music of varied styles and genres. 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Kindergarten – Unit 2:  Performing 

Suggested Time Frame November - December (Approximately 7 weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will be able to read simple music notation and understand that music notation is similar 

to language, in that pitch, rhythm, and intonation drive the feeling behind the written music.  

Students will learn that music can be created through the use of everyday objects and will 

explore performing utilizing Orff instruments with a steady beat. 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 

appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art. 

 

1.3.2.B.1  The ability to read music notation correlates with musical fluency and literacy. 

Notation systems are complex symbolic languages that indicate pitch, rhythm, dynamics, and 

tempo. 

1.3.2.B.3  Playing techniques for Orff instruments develop foundational skills used for hand 

percussion and melodic percussion instruments. 

Enduring Understandings: 

Rhythm is a pattern of movement in time. 

The human voice is melodic. 

Pitches are the high and low sounds of music. 

Music can be made from anything. 

The human body has rhythm. 

 

Essential Questions: 

How does rhythm make you feel? 

Where else can you find rhythm? 

How does melody make you feel? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Match Pitch/Sing Tunefully 

Discerning High-Low 

Classroom Instruments 

Orff Instruments 

Singing vs. Speaking Voice 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Sing from basic notation in alternative system 

(colors/shapes), with consideration of pitch, 

rhythm, dynamics, and tempo. 

 

Play a steady beat with dynamics (i.e., loud 

and soft) on an Orff instrument using a single 

mallet. 

 

Perform an ostinato using an un-pitched 
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percussion instrument, with or without mallet. 

 

On a single percussion instrument, use proper 

playing techniques to create different 

dynamics. 

 

Demonstrate the proper way to play 

instruments that are scraped, struck and shaken 

either using Orff instruments or using ordinary 

items from around the classroom or home (e.g., 

cereal boxes, canisters, plastic tubs). 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  E CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  E CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ET CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 
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Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Math 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Clap, sing, or play on pitch from basic notation 

in alternative notation (shapes/colors), with 

consideration of pitch, rhythm, dynamics, and 

tempo. 

Demonstrate correct playing techniques for 

Orff instruments or equivalent homemade 

instruments. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

 Vocabulary:  Pitch, Rhythm, Dynamics, Melody, Tempo, and Orff 

Instrument 

 

Play on instruments. 

Ostinati. 

Body percussion. 

Sing with and without accompaniment. 

Sing with neutral syllables. 

Read basic rhythmic patterns. 

Perform rhythmic patterns with toilet paper rolls. 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 



12 
 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Kindergarten – Unit 3:  Performance 

Suggested Time Frame January - February (Approximately 7 weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will understand that proper vocal techniques can vary the dynamics of singing.  

Students will also perform utilizing the proper techniques, understanding and demonstrating the 

concept of performing on pitch. 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 

appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art. 

 

1.3.2.B.2  Proper vocal production/vocal production requires an understanding of basic anatomy 

and the physical properties of sound. 

Enduring Understandings: 

The human voice is melodic. 

 

Essential Questions: 

How does melody make you feel? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Singing vs. Speaking Voice 

Match Pitch/Sing Tunefully 

Dynamics – Loud vs. soft 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Perform on pitch, and echo songs with the 

teacher as the leader and the class/soloist as the 

echo. 

 

Perform songs in proper head voice within the 

range of C4 – C5. 

 

Perform songs using proper posture in sitting 

and standing positions. 

 

Perform songs using proper breathing 

techniques for phrasing and tone production. 

 

Perform songs using proper vocal techniques 

to vary dynamic levels. 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 
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Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ET CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  E CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ET CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Demonstrate developmentally appropriate 

vocal production/vocal placement and 
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breathing technique. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Vocabulary:  Pitch, Echo, Posture, Tone, and Phrasing 

 

Echo teacher. 

Echo sing. 

Sign with and without accompaniment. 

Compare and contrast (pitch/off pitch). 

Breathing exercises. 

Read basic patterns. 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Kindergarten – Unit 4:  Aesthetic Responses 

Suggested Time Frame March – April (Approximately 7 weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will understand that all of the components that go into a piece of music have an effect 

on the mood which is conveyed.  Students will be able to listen to various pieces of music and 

create movements which fit the mood of the song appropriately.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and 

apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

 

1.4.2.A.3  Each arts discipline (dance, music, theatre, and visual art) has distinct characteristics, 

as do the artists who create them. 

Enduring Understandings: 

Music tells a story through time. 

Music is a universal language. 

 

Essential Questions: 

Why do we like the music we like? 

How does music impact our lives? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Mood 

Tempo (Fast vs. Slow) 

Duration (Long vs. Short) 

Affect/Emotion 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Create movements to accompany a piece of 

program music (e.g., The Hall of the Mountain 

King by Edvard Grieg). The movements 

should reflect the mood of the music, how and 

what instruments are used, tempo and other 

musical elements. 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ET CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 
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and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ET CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  ET CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Literacy 

Theatre/Dance 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Movement Creation 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Use imagination to create movements based on 

an arts experience that communicated an 

emotion or feeling, and tell the mood through a 

arts disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and 

visual art). 

 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 
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Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Vocabulary:  Mood 

 

Listening to music of varied styles and genres. 

Discussion around literature, feelings, and opinions. 

Create movements. 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Kindergarten – Unit 5:  History of the Arts and Culture 

Suggested Time Frame May - June (Approximately 7 weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will understand that songs can be cultural and they reflect the feelings of a particular 

holiday or event.  Songs can also depict the actions in children‟s games and these types of songs 

can also evoke specific feelings based on the lyrics. 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.2 History of the Arts and Culture: All students will understand the role, development, 

and influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures. 

 

1.2.2.A.1  Dance, music, theatre, and visual artwork from diverse cultures and historical eras 

have distinct characteristics and common themes that are revealed by contextual clues within the 

works of art. 

Enduring Understandings: 

Music is part of all cultures. 

Music tells a story through time. 

Music builds a sense of community. 

 

Essential Questions: 

Why do we listen to music? 

How does music impact our lives? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Connections to secular holidays and events. 

Behavior and presentation.  

Affect/Emotion 

Same vs. Different (Style) 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Identify the characteristics of singing games 

from two distinct cultures (e.g., London Bridge 

is Falling Down - England, Perna, perna, i 

melissa – Greece). Perform these singing 

games and compare/contrast tempo, 

movements, the feeling the game evokes, etc. 

 

Identify the characteristics of two or more 

contrasting holiday songs (e.g., 

Christmas/Hannukah). Sing the songs and 

discuss how they reflect the feeling of the 

holiday. 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 
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 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ET CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting  ET CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Literacy 

Historical Events 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Identify characteristic theme-based works of 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art, such as 

artworks based on the themes of family and 

community, from various historical periods 
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and world cultures. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Discussion around literature, feelings, opinions. 

Self-reflection. 

Comparing and contrasting. 

Sign alone and in groups. 

Identify themes through listening to music from various historical periods. 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 1 – Unit 1:  Creative Process 

Suggested Time Frame September – October (Approximately 7 weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

In order for children to appreciate and comprehend music to the fullest extent, they must achieve 

a basic level of music literacy.  This unit covers the elements of music that are foundational to 

basic music literacy. 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.1 The Creative Process: All Students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements 

and principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre and 

visual art. 

 

1.1.2.B.2  The elements of music are foundational to basic music literacy. 

Enduring Understandings: 

Rhythm is a pattern of movement in time. 

Rhythm is the short and long sounds of music. 

Pitches are high and low sounds of music. 

 

Essential Questions: 

How does rhythm make you feel? 

How does melody make you feel? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Steady Beat. 

Unsteady Beat. 

Tempo (Fast vs. Slow) 

Duration (Long vs. Short) 

Classroom Instruments. 

Musical Patterns. 

Notes. 

Rests. 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Identify tempo as gradually speeding up or 

slowing down, steady or unsteady beat. 

Identify adult female voice/child‟s voice, 

identify various instruments of like register, 

and describe the differences in metal 

barred/wood barred instruments. 

 

Identify dynamics as loud, soft, medium, and 

loud. Use dynamics appropriate to the style of 

the music. 

 

Identify the forms of call and response, verse 

and refrain, ABA. 

 

Identify step/leap and same/different patterns 

in a melody, and identify tonal center and 
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melodic patterns using basic neutral syllable. 

 

Identify strong beat, short and long notes/rests. 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  E CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ET CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  E CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  E CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Math 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 
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Summative Assessments 

Identify musical elements in response to 

diverse aural prompts, such as rhythm, timbre, 

dynamics, form, and melody. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Vocabulary:  Notes, Rests, Tempo, Beat, and Melody. 

 

Perform rhythms at varied tempi. 

Aural instrument identification. 

Listen to music of varied styles to identify musical elements. 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language;  provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 1 – Unit 2:  Performing 

Suggested Time Frame November – December (Approximately 7 weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

In this unit, students will develop the multi-sensory skills necessary to read and perform musical 

notation through decoding various symbol systems and progressive practice. 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 

appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art. 

1.3.2.B.1  The ability to read music notation correlates with musical fluency and literacy. 

Notation systems are complex symbolic languages that indicate pitch, rhythm, dynamics, and 

tempo. 

1.3.2.B.3  Playing techniques for Orff instruments develop foundational skills used for hand 

percussion and melodic percussion instruments. 

Enduring Understandings: 

Rhythm and beat are not the same. 

Melody has shape. 

 

 

Essential Questions: 

In what ways does rhythm impact how we 

hear/feel music? 

What is the relationship between melody and 

speech? 

 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Ta (Quarter Note). 

Ta (Quarter Rest). 

Ti-ti (Eighth Note in Pairs). 

Melodic Notes do, mi and sol. 

Classroom Instruments. 

Steady Beat. 

 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Read and perform combinations of quarter 

notes, two eighths and quarter rests by 

clapping and neutral syllables. 

 

Sing various combinations of do-mi-sol on 

neutral syllables from alternative notation. 

 

Using do-sol, read and perform an ostinato on 

a pitched barred instrument using quarter notes 

and/or two eighth notes and/or quarter rests. 
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Clap or play on an un-pitched percussion 

instrument a steady beat at various tempi as 

indicated in response to images or words that 

indicate a particular speed (e.g., 

rabbit/tortoise). 

 

Read and perform dynamics of f and p (forte 

and piano) through singing and playing of 

various rhythm instruments. 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ETA CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ET CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
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Other standards covered: 

Literacy 

Math 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Clap, sing, or play on pitch from alternative 

notation, with consideration of pitch, rhythm, 

dynamics, and tempo. 

Demonstrate correct playing techniques for 

Orff instruments or equivalent homemade 

instruments. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Vocabulary:  Quarter Note, Quarter Rest, Eighth Note, Ostinato, and 

Dynamics. 

 

Perform rhythms at varied tempi. 

Reading within the context of literature. 

Play on Instruments. 

Ostinati. 

  

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 
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question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 1 – Unit 3:  Performing 

Suggested Time Frame January - March (Approximately 11 weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will be able to read simple music notation and understand that music notation is similar 

to language, in that pitch, rhythm, and intonation drive the feeling behind the written music.  

Students will learn that music can be created through the use of everyday objects and will 

explore performing utilizing Orff instruments with a steady beat.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 

appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art. 

1.3.2.B.1 The ability to read music notation correlates with musical fluency and literacy. 

Notation systems are complex symbolic languages that indicate pitch, rhythm, dynamics, and 

tempo. 

1.3.2.B.3  Playing techniques for Orff instruments develop foundational skills used for hand 

percussion and melodic percussion instruments. 

1.3.2.B.5  Improvisation is a foundational skill for music composition. 

Enduring Understandings: 

Rhythm and beat are not the same. 

Melody has shape. 

 

 

Essential Questions: 

In what ways does rhythm impact how we 

hear/feel music? 

What is the relationship between melody and 

speech? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Ta (Quarter Note). 

Ta (Quarter Rest). 

Ti-ti (Eighth Note in Pairs). 

Melodic Notes do, mi and sol. 

Classroom Instruments. 

Steady Beat. 

Improvisation. 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Clap, sing, or play simple patterns, from basic 

notation, with consideration rhythm, dynamics, 

and tempo, and following the director‟s cues. 

 

Perform an ostinato on an Orff instruments or 

equivalent homemade rhythm instruments 

using quarter, two eighth notes and quarter 

rests. 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply –  Indicate whether these skills are: 
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21
st
 Century Themes 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  E CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ET CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ETA CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  E CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Math 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Improvise short tonal and rhythmic patterns 

over ostinatos, and modify melodic or 

rhythmic patterns using selected notes and/or 
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scales to create expressive ideas 

Clap, sing, or play on pitch from basic notation 

in the treble clef, with consideration of pitch, 

rhythm, dynamics, and tempo. 

Demonstrate correct playing techniques for 

Orff instruments or equivalent homemade 

instruments. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Vocabulary:  Dynamics- piano and forte 

 

Perform rhythms at varied tempi. 

Read music notation. 

Improvise patterns. 

Play on instruments. 

Simple composition. 

Notate. 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language;  provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will create movements to portray a certain character of a musical selection. Students‟ 

movements will reflect the characters emotion and musical elements. Students will follow a 

musical story map to perform the song. Students will use positive critiquing methods to evaluate 

class performance.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and 

apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

1.4.2.A.2  Each arts discipline (dance, music, theatre, and visual art) has distinct characteristics, 

as do the artists who create them. 

1.4.2.A.3  Each arts discipline (dance, music, theatre, and visual art) has distinct characteristics, 

as do the artists who create them. 

1.4.2.B.1  Relative merits of works of art can be qualitatively and quantitatively assessed using 

observable criteria. 

1.4.2.B.2  Constructive criticism is an important evaluative tool that enables artists to 

communicate more effectively. 

1.4.2.B.3  Contextual clues are embedded in works of art and provide insight into artistic intent 

Enduring Understandings: 

Music is a universal language. 

 

 

Essential Questions: 

How does music demonstrate emotion? 

How does melody/rhythm make you feel? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Affect/Emotion 

Mood 

Same vs. Different (Style) 

Behavior and presentation 

Critiquing methods 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Demonstrate the ability to follow a musical 

story map (e.g. Hey Diddle Diddle) 

 

Create movements relating to the elements of 

music (e.g., dynamics, tempo, melodic 

direction, instrumentation) found in a piece (or 

a section of a piece) of program music. 

List the musical elements (e.g., dynamics, 

meter, melody etc.) found in performances of 

seasonal songs (e.g., Halloween, winter, 

Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 1 – Unit 4:  Aesthetic Responses and Critique 

Methodologies 

Suggested Time Frame March – May (Approximately 11 weeks) 
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patriotic) and use them to make objective 

assessments of the 

appropriateness/effectiveness of the elements 

in conveying the intent of the song. 

 

Critique the performance by the class.  

 

Discuss the application and appropriateness of 

the musical elements employed in the song 

(e.g., melody, rhythm, dynamics and lyrics). 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ETA CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ET CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

 ET CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  ET CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
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Other standards covered: 

Literacy 

Theatre/Dance 

 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Compare and contrast culturally and 

historically diverse works of dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art that evoke emotion and 

that communicate cultural meaning. 

Use imagination to create a picture based on an 

arts experience that communicated an emotion 

or feeling, and tell the story through one of the 

four arts disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and 

visual art). 

Observe the basic arts elements in 

performances and exhibitions and use them to 

formulate objective assessments of artworks in 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

Apply the principles of positive critique in 

giving and receiving responses to 

performances. 

Recognize the making subject or theme in 

works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

 Vocabulary: Story map, Dynamics, Mood 

 

Listening to music of varied styles and genres. 

Discussion around literature, feelings, and opinions. 
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Create movements. 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) 
reduce/revise assignments & assessments as per IEP; provide individual & 

small group help; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 1 – Unit 5:  History of the Arts and Culture 

Suggested Time Frame June (Approximately 7 weeks Extra Unit if Time Allows) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will understand that songs can be cultural and they reflect the feelings of a particular 

holiday or event.  Songs can also depict the actions in children‟s games and these types of songs 

can also evoke specific feelings based on the lyrics. 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.5 History of the Arts and Culture: All students will understand the role, development, 

and influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures. 

 

1.2.2.A.1  Dance, music, theatre, and visual artwork from diverse cultures and historical eras 

have distinct characteristics and common themes that are revealed by contextual clues within the 

works of art. 

1.2.2.A.2  The function and purpose of art-making across cultures is a reflection of societal 

values and beliefs. 

Enduring Understandings: 

Music is part of all cultures. 

Music tells a story through time. 

Music builds a sense of community. 

 

Essential Questions: 

Why do we listen to music? 

How does music impact our lives? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Connections to secular holidays and events 

Same vs. Different (style) 

 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Identify the common theme of children‟s songs 

from different countries (e.g., songs about 

learning the alphabet/ how to count/ naming 

colors, animals, singing games). 

 

Identify the characteristics of patriotic music 

from different countries (e.g., This is My 

Country, Something to Sing About – Canada). 

Listen to recordings/sing the pieces.  

 

Compare/contrast musical elements, the 

purpose of the selections and why the songs 

can be considered patriotic 
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In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  E CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ET CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing  E CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Literacy 

Historical Events 

 

 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 
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Summative Assessments 

Identify characteristic theme-based works of 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art, such as 

artworks based on the themes of family and 

community, from various historical periods 

and world cultures. 

Identify how artists and specific works of 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art reflect, 

and are affected by, past and present cultures 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Discussion around literature, feelings, opinions. 

Self-reflection. 

Comparing and contrasting. 

Sing alone and in groups. 

Identify themes through listening to music from various historical periods. 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP)  reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 2 – Unit 1:  Creative Process 

Suggested Time Frame September – October (Approximately 7 weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

In order for children to appreciate and comprehend music to the fullest extent, they must achieve 

a basic level of music literacy.  This unit covers the elements of music that are foundational to 

basic music literacy. 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.1 THE CREATIVE PROCESS: All Students will demonstrate an understanding of the 

elements and principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, 

theatre and visual art. 

 

1.1.2.B.2  The elements of music are foundational to basic music literacy. 

1.1.2.B.4  Musical instruments have unique qualities of tonality and resonance. Conventional 

instruments are divided into musical families according to shared properties. 

Enduring Understandings: 

Rhythm is the short and long sounds of music. 

Communication has natural melodic contour.  

Essential Questions: 

In what ways does rhythm impact how we 

hear/feel music? 

How does melody make you feel? 

 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Steady beat 

Musical form- AABA, AABB, Solo/Chorus 

Melodic notes do, mi, sol, la 

Match pitch/Sing Tunefully 

Classroom Instruments 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Demonstrate meter of 2, meter of 3, tied notes, 

dotted notes, fermata, and strong/weak beat. 

Identify some musical instruments and 

describe the characteristics. 

 

Demonstrate terms: piano, forte, and 

crescendo, decrescendo. 

 

Identify forms: AABA, AABB, solo/chorus. 

 

Demonstrate expanded pitch patterns using 

neutral syllables and multiple tonalities. 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 
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Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ET CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Math 

Literacy 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Identify musical elements in response to 

diverse aural prompts such as rhythm, timbre, 



41 
 

dynamics, form and melody. 

Begin identifying instruments and identify 

their associated musical properties. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

 Vocabulary:  Instrument, crescendo, decrescendo, fermata 

 

Perform rhythms at varied tempi and meters. 

Perform rhythms with fermatas, ties and dotted notes. 

Singing in major and minor tonalities.  

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) 
reduce/revise assignments & assessments as per IEP; provide individual & 

small group help; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 2  – Unit 2:  Performing 

Suggested Time Frame November - December (Approximately 7 weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will perform rhythmic patterns using Orff instruments. Students will be able to perform 

ostinatos vocally and rhythmically. Students will use standard rhythmic notation to perform these 

patterns.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 

appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art. 

1.3.2.B.1  The ability to read music notation correlates with musical fluency and literacy. 

Notation systems are complex symbolic languages that indicate pitch, rhythm, dynamics, and 

tempo. 

1.3.2.B.2  Proper vocal production/vocal placement requires an understanding of basic anatomy 

and the physical properties of sound. 

1.3.2.B.3  Playing techniques for Orff instruments develop foundational skills used for hand 

percussion and melodic percussion instruments. 

1.3.2.B.6  Prescribed forms and rules govern music composition, rhythmic accompaniment, and 

the harmonizing of parts. 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

Music is organized sound through layering of 

two or more parts simultaneously to create 

harmony. 

 

 

Essential Questions: 

How is music organized? 

 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Musical Patterns. 

Notes. 

Rests 

Ta-a (Half Note) 

Ta-a (Half Rest) 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Perform combinations of notes and rests with 

two eighths, half, quarter notes and rests 

rhythms by clapping and counting aloud. 

 

Read, sing/play various combinations of do-re-

mi-sol-la, high do, low sol, and la-do-mi-ti on 
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Ta (Quarter Note). 

Ta (Quarter Rest). 

Ti-ti (Eighth Note in Pairs). 

 

neutral syllables. 

 

On pitched barred instruments, read/perform 

melodies and ostinatos using do-re-mi-sol-la, 

high do, low sol, and la-do-mi-ti.  

 

Perform a different movement, use different 

percussion instruments or dynamics for each 

different section in AB, ABA, verse and refrain 

or rondo. 

 

Sight read a rhythmic ostinato using 

combinations of notes and rests with two 

eighths, half, quarter notes and rests, on 

percussion instruments or with a counting 

system. 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  E CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ETA CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

 E CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 
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productivity. 

 Career Preparation  ET CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Math 

 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Clap, sing, or play on pitch from basic notation 

in the treble clef, with consideration of pitch, 

rhythm, dynamics, and tempo. 

Demonstrate developmentally appropriate 

vocal production/vocal placement and 

breathing technique. 

Demonstrate correct playing techniques for 

Orff instruments or equivalent homemade 

instruments. 

Sing or play simple melodies or rhythmic 

accompaniments in AB and ABA forms 

independently and in groups, and sight-read 

rhythmic and music notation up to and 

including eighth notes and rests in a major 

scale. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Vocabulary: Ostinato 

 

Read and perform rhythmic patterns and ostinatos in standard notation 

Sing/play melodies and ostinatos. 
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Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) 
reduce/revise assignments & assessments as per IEP; provide individual & 

small group help; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 2 – Unit 3:  Performing 

Suggested Time Frame January - March (Approximately 11 weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will correctly use their singing voices to perform music in two parts through the use of 

ostinatos. Students will be introduced to improvisation on the rhythmic level. 

 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 

appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art. 

1.3.2.B.1  The ability to read music notation correlates with musical fluency and literacy. 

Notation systems are complex symbolic languages that indicate pitch, rhythm, dynamics, and 

tempo. 

1.3.2.B.2  Proper vocal production/vocal placement requires an understanding of basic anatomy 

and the physical properties of sound. 

1.3.2.B.4  Proper breathing technique and correct posture improve the timbre of the voice and 

protect the voice when singing. 

1.3.2.B.5  Improvisation is a foundational skill for music composition. 

1.3.2.B.6  Prescribed forms and rules govern music composition, rhythmic accompaniment, and 

the harmonizing of parts. 

1.3.2.B.7  Basic conducting patterns and gestures provide cues about how and when to execute 

changes in dynamics, timbre, and timing. 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

Music is organized sound through layering of 

two or more parts simultaneously to create 

harmony. 

 

Essential Questions: 

What does harmony add to music? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Match Pitch/Sing Tunefully 

Discerning High-Low 

Singing vs. Speaking Voice 

Affect/Emotion 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Perform songs or rounds, alone or with others 

using proper vocal placement and breathing 

techniques in the range of C4 – D5.  
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Mood 

 

Demonstrate proper posture and breathing 

techniques used to smoothly connect the 

registers, producing a uniform vocal tone 

quality. 

 

Create and perform other movements to reflect 

phrasing or emotions in the song. 

 

Using call and response, improvise the rhythm 

in the response while keeping the melodic 

pattern used in the call. 

 

Sing or play simple melodies in AB and ABA 

forms independently and in groups, and sight-

read rhythmic and music notation up to and 

including eighth notes and rests in a major 

scale. 

 

Sing the neutral syllable “oo” horizontally then 

vertically using proper posture and breathing 

for different types of songs (e.g., lullaby, pop 

music, etc.). 

 

Create a maraca (homemade Orff instrument) 

out of paper place and rice, describe its usage 

and perform simple rhythmic patterns with the 

instrument. (4 Weeks) 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ETA CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ET CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 
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innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Math 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Instrument Creation Project 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Clap, sing, or play on pitch from basic notation 

in the treble clef, with consideration of pitch, 

rhythm, dynamics, and tempo. 

Demonstrate developmentally appropriate 

vocal production/vocal placement and 

breathing technique. 

Vocalize the home tone of familiar and 

unfamiliar songs, and demonstrate appropriate 

posture and breathing technique while 

performing songs, rounds, or canons in unison 

and with a partner. 

Improvise short tonal and rhythmic patterns 

over ostinatos, and modify melodic or 

rhythmic patterns using selected notes and/or 

scales to create expressive ideas. 
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Sing or play simple melodies or rhythmic 

accompaniments in AB and ABA forms 

independently and in groups, and sight-read 

rhythmic and music notation up to and 

including eighth notes and rests in a major 

scale. 

Blend unison and harmonic parts and vocal or 

instrumental timbres while matching dynamic 

levels in response to a conductor‟s cues. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Vocabulary: Harmony  

 

Sing melodies and play/perform ostinatos at the same time. 

Perform and improvise rhythmic patterns within a given time. 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) 
reduce/revise assignments & assessments as per IEP; provide individual & 

small group help; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 2 – Unit 4:  Aesthetic Responses and Critique 

Methodologies 

Suggested Time Frame April - May (Approximately 11 weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will know the importance of articulations and instrumentation and identify these 

elements. Students will create a story using the instrumentation and articulations to determine the 

mood.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.4  Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and 

apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

1.4.2.A.1  Each arts discipline (dance, music, theatre, and visual art) has distinct characteristics, 

as do the artists who create them. 

1.4.2.A.2  Each arts discipline (dance, music, theatre, and visual art) has distinct characteristics, 

as do the artists who create them. 

1.4.2.A.3  Each arts discipline (dance, music, theatre, and visual art) has distinct characteristics, 

as do the artists who create them. 

1.4.2.A.4  Each arts discipline (dance, music, theatre, and visual art) has distinct characteristics, 

as do the artists who create them. 

1.4.2.B.1  Relative merits of works of art can be qualitatively and quantitatively assessed using 

observable criteria. 

1.4.2.B.2  Constructive criticism is an important evaluative tool that enables artists to 

communicate more effectively. 

1.4.2.B.3  Contextual clues are embedded in works of art and provide insight into artistic intent. 

Enduring Understandings: 

Music is affected by articulations, tempo, 

dynamics, tonality and instrumentation. 

Essential Questions: 

What affects music? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Same vs. Different (Style) 

Compare and Contrast 

Affect/Emotion 

Behavior and Presentation 

Classroom Instruments 

Critiquing Methods 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Listen to instrumental pieces that are based on 

familiar melodies (e.g., Mahler Symphony #1, 

Movement 3; Mozart Variations on “Ah, vous 

dirais-je Maman”). Sing the melodies in their 

original forms. Discuss the origin of the 

original melodies and how they were used in 
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 the instrumental versions. 

 

Compare/contrast two distinct interpretations 

of a piece of music (e.g., the Danse de la Fee 

Dragee from the Nutcracker, versions by 

Tchaikovsky and Ellington). Post a list 

comparing the two versions. 

 

Create a story to a piece of music that has 

contrasting dynamics or heavy accents (e.g., 

Haydn Symphony #94, Movement 2; Russian 

Sailor‟s Dance by Gliere). Use movement with 

the story to reflect the dynamics and accents as 

well as other musical elements. (3 Weeks) 

 

Describe the difference between two 

contrasting articulations (e.g. plucked vs. 

bowed, tongued vs. slurred) and discuss how 

they affect the theme of the music (e.g., The 

Seasons, Winter, Movement 2 by Vivaldi). 

Critique an audio or video recording of a 

performance by the class/ school performing 

ensemble. Listen for all areas of performance 

(e.g., pitch. diction, breath support, proper 

vocal placement, vowel formation, posture, 

following the director, interpretation) and 

identify which areas were successful, which 

were in need of improvement. Use the 

principles of positive critique to improve 

subsequent performance. 

 

Identify the instruments, rhythms, melodic 

patterns, etc. that convey the idea of a piece of 

music (e.g., Leopold Mozart – Musical Sleigh 

Ride etc.). 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ETA CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 
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 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting  ET CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Literacy 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Identify aesthetic qualities of exemplary works 

of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art, 

and identify characteristics of the artists who 

created them (e.g., gender, age, absence or 

presence of training, style, etc.). 

Compare and contrast culturally and 

historically diverse works of dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art that evoke emotion and 

that communicate cultural meaning. 

Use imagination to create a story based on an 
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arts experience that communicated an emotion 

or feeling, and tell the story through each of the 

four arts disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and 

visual art). 

Observe the basic arts elements in 

performances and exhibitions and use them to 

formulate objective assessments of artworks in 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

Apply the principles of positive critique in 

giving and receiving responses to 

performances. 

Recognize the making subject or theme in 

works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Vocabulary: Bowing/Plucked, vs Tonguing/Slurred 

 

Discussion of articulations. 

Self-reflection. 

Comparing and contrasting. 

Identify themes through listening to music from various historical periods. 

 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) 
reduce/revise assignments & assessments as per IEP; provide individual & 

small group help; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 
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question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 2 – Unit 5:  History of Arts and Culture 

Suggested Time Frame June (Approximately 7 weeks- Extra Unit if Time Allows) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will develop an understanding of histories effects on music. Students will know how the 

music reflected the time period.   

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.2 History of the Arts and Culture: All students will understand the role, development, 

and influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures. 

 

1.2.2.A.1  Dance, music, theatre, and visual artwork from diverse cultures and historical eras 

have distinct characteristics and common themes that are revealed by contextual clues within the 

works of art. 

1.2.2.A.2  The function and purpose of art-making across cultures is a reflection of societal 

values and beliefs. 

Enduring Understandings: 

Music is a universal language. 

Music tells a story through time. 

 

Essential Questions: 

How does music communicate? 

How does music and history influences each 

other? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Affect/Emotion 

Connections to secular holidays and events 

Same vs. Different (Style) 

Compare and Contrast 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Identify the similarities and differences in 

celebratory music from different world cultures 

(e.g., holidays, birthdays, victories, coronations 

etc.). Listen to two or more pieces and describe 

what elements are used to create the air of 

celebration. 

 

Identify how dance music was influenced by 

the time period (e.g., Minuet from Don 

Giovanni by Mozart, The Twist by Chubby 

Checker). Listen to the pieces and discuss the 

instrumentation, the style of clothing, standard 

of living and other cultural influences of the 

time in which the pieces were written. 
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In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ET CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing  ET CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

History 

Theatre/Dance 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Research Projects 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Identify characteristic theme-based works of 
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dance, music, theatre, and visual art, such as 

artworks based on the themes of family and 

community, from various historical periods 

and world cultures. 

Identify how artists and specific works of 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art reflect, 

and are affected by, past and present cultures. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Discussion around literature, feelings, opinions. 

Self-reflection. 

Comparing and contrasting. 

Dance alone and in groups. 

Identify themes through listening to music from various historical periods. 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) 
reduce/revise assignments & assessments as per IEP; provide individual & 

small group help; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 3 – Unit 1:  Creative Process 

Suggested Time Frame September – October (Approximately 7 weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

In order for children to appreciate and comprehend music to the fullest extent, they must achieve 

a basic level of music literacy.  This unit covers the elements of music that are foundational to 

basic music literacy. 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.1 The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements 

and principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, and 

visual art. 

 

1.1.5.B.1  Reading basic music notation contributes to musical fluency and literacy. Musical 

intelligence is related to ear training and listening skill, and temporal spatial reasoning ability is 

connected to listening skill. 

1.1.5.B.2  The elements of music are building blocks denoting meter, rhythmic concepts, 

tonality, intervals, chords, and melodic and harmonic progressions, all of which contribute to 

musical literacy. 

Enduring Understandings: 

Rhythm is independent of pitch. 

Melody needs rhythm to move forward 

 

Essential Questions: 

In what ways does rhythm impact how we 

hear/feel music? 

How does melody make you feel? 

 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Steady Beat 

Classroom Instruments and Classification 

Dynamics (volume shift) 

Musical Form- AB, ABA 

Harmony 

Melodic Notes- do, re mi, sol, and la. 

Treble Clef Identification 

 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Identify and sing or play steady beat in duple 

(2/4, 3/4, 4/4) and compound meter (6/8). 

 

Read and perform rhythms using whole notes 

and rests. 

 

Classify orchestra instruments into families 

(brass, strings, woodwinds, percussion), and by 

pitch range. 

 

Identify and sing or play mezzo (mp, mf), 
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pp/ff; accelerando, ritardando; legato/staccato. 

Identify forms: AB, ABA. 

 

Identify and sing melodic patterns using “do, 

re, mi, sol, la‟ and Kodaly hand symbols.  

Identify G-Clef; name letter names of lines and 

spaces. 

 

Identify and sing home tone; Compare and 

contrast unison with chordal harmony 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ETA CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting  ET CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
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Other standards covered: 

Math 

Literacy 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Identify the elements of music in response to 

aural prompts and printed music notational 

systems. 

Demonstrate the basic concepts of meter, 

rhythm, tonality, intervals, chords, and melodic 

and harmonic progressions, and differentiate 

basic structures. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Vocabulary: Instrument Family Names, Treble Clef 

 

Perform music in varied song forms, tempi and dynamics. 

Development of instrumental families 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) 
reduce/revise assignments & assessments as per IEP; provide individual & 

small group help; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 3 – Unit 2:  Performing 

Suggested Time Frame November - December (Approximately 7 weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will play B, A, and G on the recorder reading from the Grand Staff. Students will 

further develop their harmonic singing and improvisation skills.  

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and 

technologies appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

 

1.3.5.B.1  Complex scores may include compound meters and the grand staff 

1.3.5.B.2  Proper vocal production and vocal placement improve vocal quality. Harmonizing 

requires singing ability and active listening skills. Individual voice ranges change with time. 

1.3.5.B.3  Music composition is governed by prescribed rules and forms that apply to both 

improvised and scored music. 

1.3.5.B.4  Decoding musical scores requires understanding of notation systems, the elements of 

music, and basic compositional concepts. 

Enduring Understandings: 

Melody is a succession of pitches strung 

together. 

Essential Questions: 

What makes up a melody? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Recorder playing with B, A and G 

Notes. 

Rests. 

Ta-a-a-a (Whole Note) 

Ta-a-a-a (Whole Rest) 

Ta-a (Half Note) 

Ta-a (Half Rest) 

Ta (Quarter Note). 

Ta (Quarter Rest). 

Ti-ti (Eighth Note in Pairs) 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

On pitched barred instruments or recorder, 

perform melodies in duple and triple meter, 

notated in treble clef, using note values from 

quarter-note to half note/rest. 

 

Read and sing melodies using note values from 

8th-note to whole note/rest, and pitches in and 

pitches in pentatonic and diatonic scales. 

 

Sing rounds/canons, partner songs, and call 

and response, using correct posture, vocal 

placement, and breathing technique. 

Improvise vocalizes in call-and-response form 

to a given vocal prompt; compose and perform 

an 8-bar melody for barred instrument or 
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recorder, using a variety of note values and 

pentatonic pitches 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ET CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management   CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ETA CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Literacy 

Math 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 
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 Summative Assessments 

Sing or play music from complex notation, 

using notation systems in treble and bass clef, 

mixed meter, and compound meter. 

Sing melodic and harmonizing parts, 

independently and in groups, adjusting to the 

range and timbre of the developing voice. 

Improvise and score simple melodies over 

given harmonic structures using traditional 

instruments and/or computer programs. 

Decode how the elements of music are used to 

achieve unity and variety, tension and release, 

and balance in musical compositions. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

 Perform music in varied song forms, tempi and dynamics on the recorder. 

Improvise within a given tonality and time. 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) 
reduce/revise assignments & assessments as per IEP; provide individual & 

small group help; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 3 – Unit 3:  Performing 

Suggested Time Frame January - March (Approximately 11 weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will be able to read simple music notation and understand that music notation is similar 

to language, in that pitch, rhythm, and intonation drive the feeling behind the written music.  

Students will learn that music can be created through the use of everyday objects and will 

explore performing utilizing Orff instruments with a steady beat, as well as diving in to the 

creative process of improvisation. 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.3  Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and 

technologies appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, 

music, theatre, and visual art. 

1.3.2.B.1 The ability to read music notation correlates with musical fluency and literacy. 

Notation systems are complex symbolic languages that indicate pitch, rhythm, dynamics, and 

tempo. 

1.3.2.B.3  Playing techniques for Orff instruments develop foundational skills used for hand 

percussion and melodic percussion instruments. 

1.3.2.B.5  Improvisation is a foundational skill for music composition. 

Enduring Understandings: 

Rhythm and beat are not the same. 

Melody has shape. 

 

 

Essential Questions: 

In what ways does rhythm impact how we 

hear/feel music? 

What is the relationship between melody and 

speech? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Ta-a-a-a (Whole Note) 

Ta-a-a-a (Whole Rest) 

Ta-a (Half Note) 

Ta-a (Half Rest) 

Ta (Quarter Note). 

Ta (Quarter Rest). 

Ti-ti (Eighth Note in Pairs) 

Melodic Notes do, mi and sol with Kodaly 

hand Symbols. 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Clap, sing, or play simple melodies, on pitch, 

from basic notation in the treble clef, with 

consideration of pitch, rhythm, dynamics, and 

tempo, and following the director‟s cues. 

 

Perform an ostinato on an Orff instruments or 

equivalent homemade rhythm instruments 

using quarter, two eighth notes and quarter 

rests. 
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Classroom Instruments. 

Steady Beat. 

Improvisation. 

 

Using a neutral syllable or solfeggio, sing or 

play an improvised simple melody on do-mi-

sol-la with rhythms of quarter, two eighth 

notes and quarter rests. 

 

Using the pentatonic scale, improvise a melody 

using a combination of quarter, two eighth 

notes and quarter rests on barred instruments to 

create expressive ideas. 

 

Improvise rhythms accompanied by a written 

rhythmic ostinato on rhythm instruments, 

instruments created from objects in the 

environment, or with vocal sounds using 

selected notes and/or scales to expressive 

ideas. 

 

Create a rainstick (homemade Orff instrument) 

out of paper towel tube, aluminum foil and 

rice, describe its usage and perform simple 

rhythmic patterns with the instrument (4 

Weeks) 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  E CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ETA CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing  E CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ETA CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 
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make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Math 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Instrument Creation Project 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Improvise short tonal and rhythmic patterns 

over ostinatos, and modify melodic or 

rhythmic patterns using selected notes and/or 

scales to create expressive ideas 

Clap, sing, or play on pitch from basic notation 

in the treble clef, with consideration of pitch, 

rhythm, dynamics, and tempo. 

Demonstrate correct playing techniques for 

Orff instruments or equivalent homemade 

instruments. 

 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

 Vocabulary: Dynamics, Tempo, Improvisation 

 

Perform rhythms at varied tempi. 

Read music notation. 

Improvise patterns. 
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Play on instruments. 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 3 – Unit 4:  Aesthetic Responses and Critique 

Methodologies 

Suggested Time Frame April - May (Approximately 7 weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will compare and contrast music by using descriptive qualities.   

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and 

apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

 

1.4.5.A.3  Criteria for determining the aesthetic merits of artwork vary according to context. 

Understanding the relationship between compositional design and genre provides the foundation 

for making value judgments about the arts. 

1.4.5.B.2  Decoding simple contextual clues requires evaluation mechanisms, such as rubrics, to 

sort fact from opinion. 

1.4.5.B.5  Artists and audiences can and do disagree about the relative merits of artwork. When 

assessing works of dance, music, theatre and visual art, it is important to consider the context for 

the creation and performance of the work (e.g., Who was the creator? What purpose does the 

artwork serve? Who is the intended audience?). 

Enduring Understandings: 

Music is a universal language. 

Music tells a story through time. 

 

Essential Questions: 

How does music communicate? 

How does music and history influences each 

other? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Affect/Emotion 

Mood 

Same vs. Different (Style) 

Compare and Contrast 

Critiquing Methods 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Demonstrate how art communicates personal 

and social values and is inspired by 

imagination and frame of reference by titling 

an original scored or improvised piece of 

music and explaining its relevance. 

 

Demonstrate ways art communicates ideas 

about personal and social values, and is 

inspired by imagination and frame of reference 

through discussion in response to three music 
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compositions with common musical or extra-

musical themes (e.g., music compositions 

having three string quartets or three pieces in 

rondo form… verses music with common 

subject matters such as Handel's Water Music, 

Debussy's La Mer, or the Octopuss's Garden by 

the Beatles etc.). Discuss how the composers' 

personal lives and historical contexts are 

reflected in the music. 

 

Use music-specific rubrics and holistic scoring 

guides to objectively self-evaluate live or 

recorded solo performances, improvisations 

and/or compositions. 

 

Compare and contrast music compositions 

based on similar themes (e.g., Ellington's 

Dance of the Floreadores & Tchaikovsky's 

Waltz of the Flowers) and distinguish ways 

individuals may disagree about the relative 

merits and effectiveness of the music. 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ETA CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ETA CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing  ET CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting  ET CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 
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9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

History 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Research Projects 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Demonstrate how art communicates ideas 

about personal and social values and is inspired 

by an individual‟s imagination and frame of 

reference (e.g., personal, social, political, 

historical context). 

Use evaluative tools, such as rubrics, for self 

assessment and to appraise the objectivity of 

critiques by peers. 

Distinguish ways in which individuals may 

disagree about the relative merits and 

effectiveness of artistic choices in the creation 

and performance of works of dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art. 

 

 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested Self-reflection. 
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Learning 

Activities 

Comparing and contrasting. 

Identify themes through listening to music from various historical periods. 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 3 – Unit 5:  History of the Arts and Culture 

Suggested Time Frame June (Approximately 4 weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will identify and categorize genres of music and influential people from each.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.2 History of the Arts and Culture: All students will understand the role, development, 

and influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures. 

 

1.2.5.A.3  Sometimes the contributions of an individual artist can influence a generation of artists 

and signal the beginning of a new art genre. 

Enduring Understandings: 

Music helps define a cultural identity.  

Music helps build a sense of community.  

 

Essential Questions: 

How does music impact our lives? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Affect/Emotion 

Mood 

Same vs. Different (Style) 

Compare and Contrast 

Musical Genres 

Critiquing Methods 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Study a significant musician from each of the 

following genres: classical, jazz, popular. 

 

Analyze the importance of the musicians 

above, using appropriate terminology. 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ET CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 
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and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management   CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing  ET CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting  ETA CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

History 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Research Projects 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Determine the impact of significant 

contributions of individual artists in dance, 

music, theatre, and visual art from diverse 

cultures throughout history. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Vocabulary: Genre, Classical, Jazz, Pop 

 

Discussion of genres. 
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Self-reflection. 

Comparing and contrasting. 

Identify themes through listening to music from various historical periods. 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 4 – Unit 1:  Creative Process 

Suggested Time Frame September – October (Approximately 7 weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

In order for children to appreciate and comprehend music to the fullest extent, they must achieve 

a basic level of music literacy.  This unit covers the elements of music that are foundational to 

basic music literacy. 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.1 The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements 

and principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, and 

visual art. 

 

1.1.5.B.1  Reading basic music notation contributes to musical fluency and literacy. Musical 

intelligence is related to ear training and listening skill, and temporal spatial reasoning ability is 

connected to listening skill. 

1.1.5.B.2  The elements of music are building blocks denoting meter, rhythmic concepts, 

tonality, intervals, chords, and melodic and harmonic progressions, all of which contribute to 

musical literacy. 

Enduring Understandings: 

Rhythm is a pattern of movement in time 

Melody is a succession of pitches strung 

together. 

Pitches are the high and low sounds of music. 

 

Essential Questions: 

How does rhythm make you feel? 

How does melody make you feel? 

 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Steady Beat 

Unsteady Beat 

Time Signatures 

Tempo (Fast vs. Slow) 

Kodaly hand symbols 

Melodic Notes do, re, mi, sol, la and ti. 

Match Pitch/Sing Tunefully 

 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Identify and perform steady beat and off-beat 

in duple (2/4, 3/4, 4/4) and compound (6/8) 

meter. 

 

Read and perform: syncopated rhythms, dotted 

eighth-note/sixteenth note rhythms. 

 

Identify and perform sudden changes (subito); 

allegro, moderato, adagio, accelerando, 
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ritardando, presto, andante. 

Identify and sing: melodic patterns using “Sol, 

Do-Re-Mi-Sol-Ti-Do‟ including and „La-Ti-

Do-Mi‟ upward/downward melodic intervals 

by skip, step and leap with Kodaly hand 

symbols. 

 

Perform songs, rounds, and partner songs alone 

and with others, using proper vocal placement 

and proper posture and breathing techniques to 

produce a uniform vocal tone quality in the 

range of A4 – D5. 

 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ETA CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management   CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ET CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 
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competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Math 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Identify the elements of music in response to 

aural prompts and printed music notational 

systems. 

Demonstrate the basic concepts of meter, 

rhythm, tonality, intervals, chords, and melodic 

and harmonic progressions, and differentiate 

basic structures. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

 Perform music in varied time signatures, tempi, and tonality. 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 4 – Unit 2:  Performing 

Suggested Time Frame November - December (Approximately 7 weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will identify B, A, G, and C from the treble clef and perform those notes on the 

recording including rhythms from 8
th

 to half notes/rests.  

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 

appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art. 

 

1.3.5.B.1  Complex scores may include compound meters and the grand staff. 

1.3.5.B.2  Proper vocal production and vocal placement improve vocal quality. Harmonizing 

requires singing ability and active listening skills. Individual voice ranges change with time. 

1.3.5.B.3  Music composition is governed by prescribed rules and forms that apply to both 

improvised and scored music. 

1.3.5.B.4  Decoding musical scores requires understanding of notation systems, the elements of 

music, and basic compositional concepts. 

Enduring Understandings: 

Rhythm is a pattern of movement in time 

Melody is a succession of pitches strung 

together. 

Pitches are the high and low sounds of music. 

 

Essential Questions: 

How does rhythm make you feel? 

How does melody make you feel? 

 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Recorder playing with A, B, C and G 

Ta-a-a-a (Whole Note) 

Ta-a-a-a (Whole Rest) 

Ta-a (Half Note) 

Ta-a (Half Rest) 

Ta (Quarter Note). 

Ta (Quarter Rest). 

Ti-ti (Eighth Note in Pairs) 

Tempos (Fast vs. Slow) 

“Verse/Chorus” Song Form 

Match Pitch/Sing Tunefully 

Discerning High-Low 

 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

On pitched barred instruments or recorder, play 

B, A, G, and C notated in treble clef, using 

note values from 8th-note to half note/rest. 

 

Read and sing melodies using note values from 

16th-note to whole note/rest, including dotted 

rhythms; and pitches in diatonic scales; and 

dynamic and tempo changes. 

 

Sing rounds/canons, partner songs, and two-

part songs, using correct posture, vocal 

placement, and breathing technique. 
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In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ETA CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Literacy 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Sing or play music from complex notation, 

using notation systems in treble and bass clef, 
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mixed meter, and compound meter. 

Sing melodic and harmonizing parts, 

independently and in groups, adjusting to the 

range and timbre of the developing voice. 

Improvise and score simple melodies over 

given harmonic structures using traditional 

instruments and/or computer programs. 

Decode how the elements of music are used to 

achieve unity and variety, tension and release, 

and balance in musical compositions. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

 Perform music in varied song forms, tempi and dynamics on the recorder. 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) 
reduce/revise assignments & assessments as per IEP; provide individual & 

small group help; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 4 – Unit 3:  Performing 

Suggested Time Frame January - March (Approximately 11 weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will be able to read simple music notation and understand that music notation is similar 

to language, in that pitch, rhythm, and intonation drive the feeling behind the written music.  

Students will learn that music can be created through the use of everyday objects and will 

explore performing utilizing Orff instruments with a steady beat, as well as diving in to the 

creative process of improvisation. 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 

appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art. 

1.3.5.B.2  Proper vocal production and vocal placement improve vocal quality. Harmonizing 

requires singing ability and active listening skills. Individual voice ranges change with time. 

1.3.5.B.3  Music composition is governed by prescribed rules and forms that apply to both 

improvised and scored music. 

Enduring Understandings: 

Rhythm and beat are not the same. 

Melody has shape. 

 

 

Essential Questions: 

In what ways does rhythm impact how we 

hear/feel music? 

What is the relationship between melody and 

speech? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

“Verse/Chorus” Song Form 

Match Pitch/Sing Tunefully 

Discerning High-Low 

Harmony 

Improvisation 

Orff Instruments 

 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Perform unison songs, rounds, partner songs, 

and descants, alone and with others, using 

proper vocal placement and breathing 

techniques in the range of A4 – D5 (making 

allowances for emerging cambiata voices).  

 

Demonstrate proper posture and breathing 

techniques to produce a uniform vocal tone 

quality and respond to expressive cues from a 

conductor. 
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Improvise a melody on a diatonic scale over a 

given harmonic progression using I-V7, ending 

on the home tone played on barred instruments 

or recorder. 

 

Compose 4-bar rhythmic patterns using note 

values as small as the 8th note in 4/4 time and 

perform them with sticks and rhythmic solfege.  

Create a pin-strummer (homemade Orff 

instrument) out of plastic juice bottle, rubber 

band, and bobby pins, describe its usage and 

perform simple rhythmic patterns with the 

instrument. (4 Weeks) 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ETA CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ETA CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 
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 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Literacy 

Math 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Instrument Creation Project 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Sing melodic and harmonizing parts, 

independently and in groups, adjusting to the 

range and timbre of the developing. 

Improvise and score simple melodies over 

given harmonic structures using traditional 

instruments and/or computer programs. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Perform rhythms at varied tempi. 

Read music notation. 

Improvise patterns. 

Play on instruments. 

Simple composition. 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) 
reduce/revise assignments & assessments as per IEP; provide individual & 

small group help; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 
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Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 4 – Unit 4:  Aesthetic Responses and Critique 

Methodologies 

Suggested Time Frame April-June (Approximately 11 weeks) 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will create a visual representation of a musical selection incorporating details of 

emotion and culture. Students will describe how the elements of dynamic, tempo, 

instrumentation and melodic direction affected what they drew. Students will anonymously use 

positive principals of critique to compare and contrast their creations.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and 

apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

1.4.2.A.2  Each arts discipline (dance, music, theatre, and visual art) has distinct characteristics, 

as do the artists who create them. 

1.4.2.A.3  Each arts discipline (dance, music, theatre, and visual art) has distinct characteristics, 

as do the artists who create them. 

1.4.2.B.1  Relative merits of works of art can be qualitatively and quantitatively assessed using 

observable criteria. 

1.4.2.B.2  Constructive criticism is an important evaluative tool that enables artists to 

communicate more effectively. 

1.4.2.B.3  Contextual clues are embedded in works of art and provide insight into artistic intent 

Enduring Understandings: 

Music is a universal language. 

 

 

Essential Questions: 

How does music demonstrate emotion? 

How can I/we show that emotion? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Same vs. Different (style) 

Critiquing Methods 

Compare and Contrast 

Affect/Emotion 

Mood 

Behavior and presentation 

 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Demonstrate an understanding of the similarities 

and differences of children‟s singing games from 

different continents (e.g., North America, the 

African continent) by comparing and contrasting 

melody, rhythm, tempo, etc. in representative 

examples of culturally-based music. 

 

Create a picture which includes the elements of 



86 
 

music (e.g., dynamics, tempo, melodic direction, 

instrumentation) found in a piece (or a section of a 

piece) of program music. (4 Weeks) 

 

List the musical elements (e.g., dynamics, meter, 

melody etc.) found in performances of seasonal 

songs (e.g., Halloween, winter, patriotic) and use 

them to make objective assessments of the 

appropriateness/effectiveness of the elements in 

conveying the intent of the song. 

 

Critique the performance by the class or of a 

recording of a call and response song that allows 

the response to be created by the singer. Discuss the 

application and appropriateness of the musical 

elements employed in the song (e.g., melody, 

rhythm, dynamics and lyrics). 

 

Describe two musical elements (e.g., tempo, 

rhythm, dynamics etc.) that correspond to the 

theme of a selected piece of music (i.e., the Little 

Train of the Caipira by Villa-Lobos). 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ET CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ETA CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ETA CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 
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persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Art 

 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Picture Project with Written Description 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Compare and contrast culturally and 

historically diverse works of dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art that evoke emotion and 

that communicate cultural meaning. 

Use imagination to create a picture based on an 

arts experience that communicated an emotion 

or feeling, and tell the story through one of the 

four arts disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and 

visual art). 

Observe the basic arts elements in 

performances and exhibitions and use them to 

formulate objective assessments of artworks in 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

Apply the principles of positive critique in 

giving and receiving responses to 

performances. 

Recognize the making subject or theme in 

works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
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Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

 Listening to music of varied styles and genres. 

Discussion around literature, feelings, and opinions. 

Create pictures. 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) 
reduce/revise assignments & assessments as per IEP; provide individual & 

small group help; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



89 
 

Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 4  – Unit 5:  History of the Arts and Culture 

Suggested Time Frame June (Approximately 7 Weeks- Extra Unit if time allows) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will analyze musical instruments from many genres, and musicians to understand their 

relevancy. Students will connect historical events/times to musical elements and styles.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.2  History of the Arts and Culture: All students will understand the role, development, 

and influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures. 

1.2.5.A.1  Art and culture reflect and affect each other. 

1.2.5.A.2  Characteristic approaches to content, form, style, and design define art genres. 

1.2.5.A.3  Sometimes the contributions of an individual artist can influence a generation of artists 

and signal the beginning of a new art genre. 

Enduring Understandings: 

Music is the universal language. 

Music tells a story through time. 

 

Essential Questions: 

How does music impact of lives? 

Why do we make music? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Classroom Instruments 

Historical Relevancy 

Compare and Contrast 

Same vs. Different (style) 

Musical Genres 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Identify musical works that have relevance to a 

particular historical social movement (e.g., We 

Shall Overcome and its importance to the civil 

rights movement). 

 

Analyze how different instruments are used in 

various musical styles and cultures (e.g., the 

use of the violin in classical, bluegrass, and 

jazz styles). 

 

Create a timeline of important musicians in a 

variety of musical styles; include biographical 

information, representative works, and 

important historical events occurring in the 

lives of the musicians. 
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In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ET CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ETA CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing  ETA CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting  ET CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Literacy 

History 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Timeline 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Recognize works of dance, music, theatre, and 
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visual art as a reflection of societal values and 

beliefs. 

Relate common artistic elements that define 

distinctive art genres in dance, music, theatre, 

and visual art. 

Determine the impact of significant 

contributions of individual artists in dance, 

music, theatre, and visual art from diverse 

cultures throughout history. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Self-reflection. 

Comparing and contrasting. 

Identify themes through listening to music from various historical periods. 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) 
reduce/revise assignments & assessments as per IEP; provide individual & 

small group help; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 5 – Unit 1:  Creative Process 

Suggested Time Frame September – October (Approximately 7 weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

In order for children to appreciate and comprehend music to the fullest extent, they must achieve 

a basic level of music literacy.  This unit covers the elements of music that are foundational to 

basic music literacy. 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.1  The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements 

and principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual 

art. 

1.1.5.B.1  Reading basic music notation contributes to musical fluency and literacy. Musical 

intelligence is related to ear training and listening skill, and temporal spatial reasoning ability is 

connected to listening skill. 

1.1.5.B.2  The elements of music are building blocks denoting meter, rhythmic concepts, 

tonality, intervals, chords, and melodic and harmonic progressions, all of which contribute to 

musical literacy. 

Enduring Understandings: 

Rhythm is a pattern of movement in time 

Melody is a succession of pitches strung 

together. 

Pitches are the high and low sounds of music. 

 

Essential Questions: 

How does rhythm make you feel? 

How does melody make you feel? 

 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Steady Beat 

Unsteady Beat 

Time Signatures 

Treble Clef 

Tempo (Fast vs. Slow) 

Kodaly hand symbols 

Musical Patterns. 

Notes. 

Rests. 

Ta-a-a-a (Whole Note) 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Identify and perform steady beat and off-beat 

in duple (2/4, 3/4, 4/4) compound (6/8) and 

cuttime (2/2) meter. Read and perform: dotted 

quarter- note/eighth note; eighth-note rest. 

 

Identify Tone qualities produced by symphony 

orchestra instruments. 

 

Identify, read, and sing: melodic patterns using 

„Sol,-La,-Do-Re-Mi-Fa-So-La-Ti- Do‟ 



93 
 

Ta-a-a-a (Whole Rest) 

Ta-a (Half Note) 

Ta-a (Half Rest) 

Ta (Quarter Note). 

Ta (Quarter Rest). 

Ti-ti (Eighth Note in Pairs) 

Melodic Notes do, re, mi, fa, sol, la, and ti.  

including upward/downward melodic intervals 

by skip, step and leap with Kodaly hand 

symbols. 

 

Identify/read the home tone as Do and as La; 

tonic note of scale in monophonic texture. 

 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ETA CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Math 
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Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Reading basic music notation contributes to 

musical fluency and literacy. Musical 

intelligence is related to ear training and 

listening skill, and temporal spatial reasoning 

ability is connected to listening skill. 

The elements of music are building blocks 

denoting meter, rhythmic concepts, tonality, 

intervals, chords, and melodic and harmonic 

progressions, all of which contribute to musical 

literacy. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

 Perform music in varied time signatures, tempi, and tonality. 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) 
reduce/revise assignments & assessments as per IEP; provide individual & 

small group help; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 5 – Unit 2:  Performing 

Suggested Time Frame November - December (Approximately 7 weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will identify A, B, C, D and G from the treble clef and perform those notes on the 

recording including rhythms from 8
th

 to half notes/rests in varying song forms. 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.3  Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and 

technologies appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, 

music, theatre, and visual art. 

1.3.5.B.1  Complex scores may include compound meters and the grand staff. 

1.3.5.B.2  Proper vocal production and vocal placement improve vocal quality. Harmonizing 

requires singing ability and active listening skills. Individual voice ranges change with time. 

1.3.5.B.3  Music composition is governed by prescribed rules and forms that apply to both 

improvised and scored music. 

1.3.5.B.4  Decoding musical scores requires understanding of notation systems, the elements of 

music, and basic compositional concepts 

Enduring Understandings: 

Rhythm is a pattern of movement in time 

Melody is a succession of pitches strung 

together. 

Pitches are the high and low sounds of music. 

 

Essential Questions: 

How does rhythm make you feel? 

How does melody make you feel? 

 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Recorder playing A, B, C, D and G 

Time Signatures 

Musical Patterns. 

Notes. 

Rests. 

Ta-a-a-a (Whole Note) 

Ta-a-a-a (Whole Rest) 

Ta-a (Half Note) 

Ta-a (Half Rest) 

Ta (Quarter Note). 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

On pitched barred instruments and/or recorder, 

perform A, B, C, D and G in duple and triple 

meter, notated in treble, using note values from 

16th-to whole note/rest, including dynamic & 

tempo changes. 

 

Sing two-part songs, descants, harmonies in 

parallel thirds or other harmonies, using correct 

posture, vocal placement, and breathing 

technique. 
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Ta (Quarter Rest). 

Ti-ti (Eighth Note in Pairs) 

Ti-ka-ti-ka (Four sixteenth notes) 

 

Identify and perform using forms: ABACA 

(rondo); D.C. al fine (ABA); first and second 

endings; D.S. al fine. 

 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ETA CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Math 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 
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Performance Task(s): 

 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Sing or play music from complex notation, 

using notation systems in treble and bass clef, 

mixed meter, and compound meter. 

Sing melodic and harmonizing parts, 

independently and in groups, adjusting to the 

range and timbre of the developing voice. 

Decode how the elements of music are used to 

achieve unity and variety, tension and release, 

and balance in musical compositions. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

 Perform music in varied song forms, tempi and dynamics on the recorder. 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 5  – Unit 3:  Performing 

Suggested Time Frame January - March (Approximately 12 weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will be able to read and write in simple music notation and understand that music 

notation is similar to language, in that pitch, rhythm, and intonation drive the feeling behind the 

written music.  Students will learn that music can be created through the use of everyday objects 

and will explore performing utilizing Orff instruments with a steady beat, as well as diving in to 

the creative process of improvisation. 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.3  Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and 

technologies appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, 

music, theatre, and visual art. 

1.3.5.B.1  Complex scores may include compound meters and the grand staff. 

1.3.5.B.2  Proper vocal production and vocal placement improve vocal quality. Harmonizing 

requires singing ability and active listening skills. Individual voice ranges change with time. 

1.3.5.B.3  Music composition is governed by prescribed rules and forms that apply to both 

improvised and scored music. 

1.3.5.B.4  Decoding musical scores requires understanding of notation systems, the elements of 

music, and basic compositional concepts 

Enduring Understandings: 

Rhythm and beat are not the same. 

Melody has shape. 

 

 

Essential Questions: 

In what ways does rhythm impact how we 

hear/feel music? 

What is the relationship between melody and 

speech? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Match Pitch/Sing Tunefully 

Discerning High-Low 

Classroom Instruments 

Orff Instruments 

Singing vs. Speaking Voice 

Harmony 

Composition 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Perform unison songs, descants, and 

harmonizing parts in 3rds, alone and with 

others, using proper vocal placement and 

breathing techniques in the range of A4 – F5 

(making allowances for emerging cambiata 

voices). Sing accurately in octaves.  

Demonstrate proper posture and breathing 

techniques to produce a uniform vocal tone 
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quality and respond to expressive cues from a 

conductor. 

 

Sing choral music from complex notation, in 

unison and two-parts, reading from choral 

octavos. using in treble and bass clef, mixed 

meter, and compound meter. 

 

Improvise a melody on a barred instrument, 

recorder or non-traditional instrument using a 

diatonic scale played over a given harmonic 

progression using I-IV-V7, and ending on the 

home tone. 

 

Compose an 8 bar melody in 4/4 time on the 

treble clef staff using a rhythm bank with 

varying notes and rests including but not 

limited to A, B, C, D and G with their choice 

of time signature and ending with a repeat or 

double bar for recorder. (4 Weeks) 

 

Create a guitar (homemade Orff instrument) 

out of tissue box, rubber bands, and paper 

towel tube, describe its usage and perform 

simple rhythmic patterns with the instrument. 

(4 Weeks) 

 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ET CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ETA CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 
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innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Math 

Literacy 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Research Projects 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Sing or play music from complex notation, 

using notation systems in treble and bass clef, 

mixed meter, and compound meter. 

Sing melodic and harmonizing parts, 

independently and in groups, adjusting to the 

range and timbre of the developing voice. 

Improvise and score simple melodies over 

given harmonic structures using traditional 

instruments and/or computer programs. 

Decode how the elements of music are used to 

achieve unity and variety, tension and release, 

and balance in musical compositions. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 
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Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Perform rhythms at varied tempi. 

Read music notation. 

Improvise patterns. 

Play on instruments. 

Simple composition. 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) 
reduce/revise assignments & assessments as per IEP; provide individual & 

small group help; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 5 – Unit 4:  Aesthetic Responses and Critique 

Methodologies 

Suggested Time Frame April-June (Approximately 11 weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

 

Students will create pictures and story to accompany a musical selection. Students will support 

their creative decisions using musical elements. Students will compare, contrast and positively 

critique their work.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.4  Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and 

apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

1.4.5.A.1  Works of art may be organized according to their functions and artistic purposes (e.g., 

genres, mediums, messages, themes). 

1.4.5.A.2  Formalism in dance, music, theatre, and visual art varies according to personal, 

cultural, and historical contexts. 

1.4.5.A.3  Criteria for determining the aesthetic merits of artwork vary according to context. 

Understanding the relationship between compositional design and genre provides the foundation 

for making value judgments about the arts. 

1.4.5.B.1 Identifying criteria for evaluating performances results in deeper understanding of art 

and art-making. 

1.4.5.B.2  Decoding simple contextual clues requires evaluation mechanisms, such as rubrics, to 

sort fact from opinion. 

1.4.5.B.3  While there is shared vocabulary among the four arts disciplines of dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art, each also has its own discipline-specific arts terminology. 

1.4.5.B.4  Levels of proficiency can be assessed through analyses of how artists apply the 

elements of art and principles of design. 

1.4.5.B.5  Artists and audiences can and do disagree about the relative merits of artwork. When 

assessing works of dance, music, theatre and visual art, it is important to consider the context for 

the creation and performance of the work (e.g., Who was the creator? What purpose does the 

artwork serve? Who is the intended audience?). 

Enduring Understandings: 

Music likes and dislikes are individual. 

 

Essential Questions: 

Why do we like the music we like? 

Knowledge: Skills: 
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Students will know… 

Tempo (Fast vs. Slow) 

Beat vs. Rhythm 

Ta-a-a-a (Whole Note) 

Ta-a-a-a (Whole Rest) 

Ta-a (Half Note) 

Ta-a (Half Rest) 

Ta (Quarter Note). 

Ta (Quarter Rest). 

Ti-ti (Eighth Note in Pairs) 

Structure of composition 

Varying styles of music 

Students will be able to… 

Create a picture and story which includes the 

elements of music (e.g., dynamics, tempo, 

melodic direction, instrumentation) found in a 

piece (or a section of a piece) of program 

music. (4 Weeks) 

 

Demonstrate an understanding of how music 

reflects the ideas of a composer and/or 

performer based on the historical, cultural, and 

personal characteristics of each musician. 

Make connections to the pieces when 

warranted. 

 

Describe what constitutes a quality vocal 

performance (e.g., posture, breath support, 

intonation, diction, vowel placement, etc.) and 

interpretive elements (e.g., dynamics, phrasing, 

emotion, etc.) and apply these attributes to 

performance. 

 

Use a graphic organizer or other tool to show 

common performance traits (e.g., technical 

fluency, rhythmic accuracy, intonation, etc.) in 

generally accepted great performances of 

music. Choose performances in three different 

styles (e.g., YoYo Ma‟s recording of a Bach 

Cello Suite, John Coltrane‟s Giant Steps, Ravi 

Shankar in a traditional Hindustani sitar raga). 

Evaluate a student group performance on three 

criteria using a student created vocabulary list 

(e.g., interpretation, articulation, technique, 

intonation). 

 

Describe three ways that individuals can agree 

or disagree about the merits of a musical 

performance based on technical and 

interpretive perspectives, the composer and 

his/her intent, and if the intent was realized. 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 
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9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ET CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ETA CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing  ET CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ETA CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting  ET CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Art 

Literacy 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Research Projects 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Employ basic, discipline-specific arts 

terminology to categorize works of dance, 

music, theatre, and visual art according to 

established classifications. 

Make informed aesthetic responses to artworks 

based on structural arrangement and personal, 
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cultural, and historical points of view. 

Demonstrate how art communicates ideas 

about personal and social values and is inspired 

by an individual‟s imagination and frame of 

reference (e.g., personal, social, political, 

historical context). 

Assess the application of the elements of art 

and principles of design in dance, music, 

theatre, and visual artworks using observable, 

objective criteria. 

Use discipline-specific arts terminology to 

evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of works 

of dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

Define technical proficiency, using the 

elements of the arts and principles of design. 

Distinguish ways in which individuals may 

disagree about the relative merits and 

effectiveness of artistic choices in the creation 

and performance of works of dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Self-reflection. 

Comparing and contrasting. 

Positive critiquing. 

Identify themes through listening to music from various historical periods. 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 
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Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 5 – Unit 5:  History of the Arts and Culture 

Suggested Time Frame June (Approximately 7 weeks- Extra Unit if Time Allows) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will recognize historical events and composers and their effects on music.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.2  History of the Arts and Culture: All students will understand the role, development, 

and influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures. 

1.2.5.A.1  Art and culture reflect and affect each other 

1.2.5.A.2  Characteristic approaches to content, form, style, and design define art genres. 

1.2.5.A.3  Sometimes the contributions of an individual artist can influence a generation of artists 

and signal the beginning of a new art genre. 

Enduring Understandings: 

Music helps define cultural identity. 

Music is a part of all cultures. 

Music is a universal language. 

 

Essential Questions: 

Why do we make music? 

How is music made? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Same vs. Different (Style) 

Compare and Contrast 

Musical Genres 

Critiquing Methods 

Composers 

Connections to secular holidays and events 

Behavior and presentation 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Compare and contrast the function of music 

from various and distinct historical periods 

(e.g., music from the Revolutionary War with 

music from the Civil War). 

Compare and contrast how rhythm is utilized 

in a variety of genres and cultures (e.g., 

European classical music, jazz, Hindustani, 

West African Rock etc.). 

Identify major characteristics of Baroque, 

Classical, Romantic, and early modern music 

as impacted by famous composers 

representative of their era (e.g., Baroque 

composers such as Vivaldi, Handel, or Bach; 

Hayden, Mozart, Beethoven, or Schubert as 

exemplifying the Classical period; Romantic 

composers such as Chopin, Brahms, Dvorak, 
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Tchaikovsky or Rachmaninoff; and Modern 

composers such as Debussy, Ravel, Stravinsky, 

Copeland, or Gershwin. 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers   CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management   CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 
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Research Projects 

 

Summative Assessments 

Recognize works of dance, music, theatre, and 

visual art as a reflection of societal values and 

beliefs. 

Relate common artistic elements that define 

distinctive art genres in dance, music, theatre, 

and visual art. 

Determine the impact of significant 

contributions of individual artists in dance, 

music, theatre, and visual art from diverse 

cultures throughout history 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

 Self-reflection. 

Comparing and contrasting. 

Positive critiquing. 

Identify themes through listening to music from various historical periods. 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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*When students have 1 semester of music, only Units 1-3 will be completed* 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will identify sixteenth notes and rests to whole notes and rests and use these notes/rests 

to compose music in varying time signatures. Students will identify the lines and the spaces of 

the treble and bass clefs.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.1 The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements 

and principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, and 

visual art. 

 

1.1.5.B.1 Identify the elements of music in response to aural prompts and printed music 

notational systems. 

 

1.1.5.B.2. Demonstrate the basic concepts of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals, chords, and 

melodic and harmonic progressions, and differentiate basic structures. 

 

1.1.8.B.2  Compositional techniques used in different styles and genres of music vary according 

to prescribed sets of rules. 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

Notes and rests combined together create 

rhythm. 

Melody is a succession of pitches strung 

together. 

Melody and rhythm are connected. 

Tempo. 

 

Essential Questions: 

What is rhythm? 

What is melody? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Rhythms. 

Notes. 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

 Identify sixteenth notes/rests to whole 

notes/rests 

Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 6 – Unit 1:  Creative Process 

Suggested Time Frame September- October (Approximately 7 Weeks) 
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Rests. 

Conducting. 

Time signatures. 

Staves (treble, bass and grand) 

 

 

Write 8 bar compositions in varying time 

signatures using all notes/rests. 

 

Identify notes of the treble and bass clef staves.  

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ETA CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ET CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Math 
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Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

 

Supporting Text pages  

Teacher Resources 

Texts: 

 

Supplemental Workbooks: 

 

Websites: musictheory.net  

 

Apps: Tenuto, Playpad 

 

Worksheets:  

Rhythm: 101 Music Activities pg. 34,  

Alfred‟s Essentials of Music Theory- pg. 9, 11 

Staff: 101 Music Activities pg. 73, 74, 80, 81 

Alfred‟s Essentials of Music Theory- pg. 3, 5 

Both: Alfred‟s Essentials of Music Theory- pg.14 

 

Videos: Music K-8 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4r9LA60BtTw “Every Good Boy Does 

Fine”, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J1v74oWfK8s “FACE”, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oEZEoZpc8b4 “Cool Bass Clef” 

 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Worksheets 

Unit Test 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Analyze the application of the elements of 

music in diverse Western and non-Western 

musical works from different historical eras 

using active listening and by reading and 

interpreting written scores. 

Compare and contrast the use of structural 

forms and the manipulation of the elements of 

music in diverse styles and genres of musical 

compositions. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4r9LA60BtTw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J1v74oWfK8s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oEZEoZpc8b4
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Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Vocabulary: Time Signature, Tempo 

 

Reading rhythms at varied tempi in varied time signatures. 

Echoing teacher/other students. 

Written work with rhythms and staves. 

Listening to music of varied styles and genres. 

 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 6 – Unit 2:  Performing 

Suggested Time Frame November- December (Approximately 7 Weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will perform rhythmic patterns written in standard notation while conducting.  Students 

will perform rhythm patterns in varied tempi and time signatures with song forms.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

 

1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 

appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art.  

 

1.3.8.B.2  Stylistic considerations vary across genres, cultures, and historical eras. 

 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

Communication has natural rhythm and 

melodic contour.  

 

 

Essential Questions: 

How does rhythm/melody impact how we 

hear/feel music? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Rhythms. 

Notes. 

Rests. 

Conducting. 

Time signatures. 

Song Forms. 

Staves (treble, bass and grand) 

Tempo. 

 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Perform (clap, chant, drum etc.) rhythm 

patterns using sixteenth to whole notes/rests in 

a variety of time signatures while conducting.  

 

Perform rhythm patterns based on specific 

song forms (Binary AB, Ternary ABA, and 

Rondo ABACA) 

 

 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 
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 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ETA CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration  ETA CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  ETA CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Math 

Techonology 

 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

 

Supporting Text pages  

Teacher Resources 

Texts: 
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Supplemental Workbooks: 

 

Websites: 

 

Apps: Madpad 

 

Worksheets: Madpad Song Creation Worksheet 

 

Videos: 

 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

MadPad Song Form Creations 

Xylophone Music Performance Quiz 

Unit Test 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Perform independently and in groups with 

expressive qualities appropriately aligned with 

the stylistic genre. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

 Vocabulary: Binary, Ternary, Rondo 

 

Performing rhythms at varied tempi in varied time signatures. 

Echoing teacher/other students. 

Listening to music of varied styles and genres. 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 
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Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 6 – Unit 3:  Performing 

Suggested Time Frame January- February (Approximately 7 Weeks)  

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will perform ostinatos, improvisations, call and responses with rhythms in various time 

signatures and tempi. Students will perform patterns on the xylophone from the treble, bass and 

grand staves in varied rhythms, tempi and time signatures.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

 

1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 

appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art.  

 

1.3.8.B.2  Stylistic considerations vary across genres, cultures, and historical eras. 

1.3.8.B.4  Improvisation is a compositional skill that is dependent on understanding the elements 

of music as well as stylistic nuances of historical eras and genres of music. 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

Communication has natural rhythm and 

melodic contour.  

Music can be made from anything. 

 

Essential Questions: 

How does rhythm/melody impact how we 

hear/feel music? 

How is music made? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Rhythms. 

Notes. 

Rests. 

Conducting. 

Time signatures. 

Song Forms. 

Classroom Instruments. 

Orff Instruments. 

Improvisation. 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Perform music of various cultural genres by 

singing and/or playing traditional and non- 

traditional instruments (e.g., gamelan, home-

made or found instruments, barred instruments 

etc.). 

 

Play or sing music of varied genres, cultures, 

and musical traditions, using complex notation. 

Perform (independently and in groups), with 

expressive qualities appropriate to the genre. 

Improvise and perform a rhythmic motif that 

demonstrates "Call and Response" in a drum 
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circle.  

 

Perform notes on from the treble, bass and 

grand staff on the xylophone with accurate 

time signatures and rhythms. 

 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  ET CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ET CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ETA CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ETA CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  ET CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Math 

Literacy 
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Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

 

Supporting Text pages  

Teacher Resources 

Texts: 

 

Supplemental Workbooks: 

 

Websites: 

 

Worksheets: 

 

Videos: 

 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Bucket/Stick Circle 

 Pass the Rhythm  

Improvise over Ostinato 

 

Conducting and Chanting Test 

 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Perform independently and in groups with 

expressive qualities appropriately aligned with 

the stylistic genre. 

Improvise music in a selected genre or style, 

using the elements of music that are consistent 

with basic playing and/or singing techniques in 

that genre or style. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

  

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Vocabulary: Review „Improvisation‟. 

 

Listening to varied styles and genres.  

Performing rhythms at varied tempi in varied time signatures. 

Echoing teacher/other students. 
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Performing on xylophones from staves. 

Improvising rhythms.  

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 6 – Unit 4: Aesthetic Responses and Critique 

Methodologies 

Suggested Time Frame March and April (Approximately 7 Weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will know and describe the musical theatre genres (Broadway, Opera and Chinese 

Opera). Students will use comparing and contrasting to describe what affects the emotional 

changes of the music and describe why a composer chose them.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

 

1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and 

apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

 

1.4.8.A.1  Contextual clues to artistic intent are embedded in artworks. Analysis of archetypal or 

consummate works of art requires knowledge and understanding of culturally specific art within 

historical contexts. 

1.4.8.A.6  Awareness of basic elements of style and design in dance, music, theatre, and visual 

art inform the creation of criteria for judging originality. 

1.4.8.B.2  Visual fluency is the ability to differentiate formal and informal structures and 

objectively apply observable criteria to the assessment of artworks, without consideration of the 

artist. 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

Music tells a story through time. 

Music is a universal language 

 

 

Essential Questions: 

Why do we listen to music?  

How does music impact our lives? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Compare and contrast. 

Mood. 

Instruments. 

Musical Theater. 

Opera. 

Chinese Opera. 

 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Differentiate how musical theatre, opera and 

Chinese opera composers employ elements of 

style to express new ideas in contrasting pieces 

and generate an emotional and observational 

response to the music. 

 

Differentiate ways musical theatre, opera and 
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Chinese opera music employ elements of style 

to invoke emotional responses in the listener. 

 

Analyze the basic formal structures and 

technical proficiency of master artists of a 

particular musical style.  

 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ET CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ETA CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing  ET CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting  ETA CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Other standards covered: 

History 

Theatre 
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Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

 

Supporting Text pages  

Teacher Resources 

Texts: 

 

Supplemental Workbooks: 

 

Websites: 

 

Worksheets: Worksheet with „Opera A Grand Experience!” article 

Worksheet with „What is a Musical?‟ article 

Venn diagram 

 

Videos: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q2j90qg_5_w I am a Pirate King- Gilbert and Sullivan‟s 

Pirates of Penzance   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZbrnXl2gO_k Oklahoma from Rodger and Hammerstein‟s 

Oklahoma 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uSjtN7lFthE Guys and Dolls from Rodger and 

Hammerstein‟s from Guys and Dolls 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4lakGIwI9u0 There‟s No Business Like Show Business 

from Berlin‟s Annie Get your Gun 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qy6wo2wpT2k START AT 2:20- America from Bernstein‟s 

West Side Story 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k_XeHLrkwTY If I were a Rich Man from Bock and 

Harnick‟s Fiddler on the Roof 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-JaeBxYCI9k Phantom of the Opera Theme- by Andrew 

Lloyd Webber 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-0bOH8ABpco It‟s a Hard Knock Life by from Annie 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_0OdIcCQG9I Circle of Life from Disney‟s The Lion King 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q5NEOh-XhyA Bella figlia del amore Pavarotti - Rigoletto  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xeRwBiu4wfQ Ride of the Valkyries- Wagner‟s Ring Cycle 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=463jDvbw3LQ Queen of the Night Aria from Magic Flute 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FSfn5XLjPjo Nessun Dorma from Turandot  

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5rgNRdbPdtg from Fragrant Sacrifice start at 1:05 stop at 

3:16 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q2j90qg_5_w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZbrnXl2gO_k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uSjtN7lFthE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4lakGIwI9u0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qy6wo2wpT2k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k_XeHLrkwTY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-JaeBxYCI9k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-0bOH8ABpco
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_0OdIcCQG9I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q5NEOh-XhyA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xeRwBiu4wfQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=463jDvbw3LQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FSfn5XLjPjo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5rgNRdbPdtg
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Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Student created storybooks in a theater style 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Differentiate among basic formal structures 

and technical proficiency of artists in works of 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

Generate observational and emotional 

responses to diverse culturally and historically 

specific works of dance, music, theatre, and 

visual art. 

Differentiate between “traditional” works of art 

and those that do not use conventional 

elements of style to express new ideas. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

 Vocabulary: Opera, Recitative, Aria, Musical, Chinese Opera 

 

Reading articles and watching videos to develop understandings 

Comparing and contrasting  

Student created storybooks in specific theatre style 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 6 – Unit 5:  History of the Arts and Culture 

Suggested Time Frame May- June (Approximately 7 Weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will identify and describe how electronics changed music and how it affected different 

cultures.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

 

1.2 History of the Arts and Culture: All students will understand the role, development, 

and influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures. 

 

1.2.8.A.3  The arts reflect cultural mores and personal aesthetics throughout the ages. 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

Music can be made from anything. 

Music helps define a cultural identity 

 

Essential Questions: 

How is music made? 

Why do we make music? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Instruments. 

Mood. 

Musical Eras. 

Musical Genres. 

 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Identify the cultural components of selected 

repertoire in concerts, recordings, and 

performance music of diverse cultures and 

historical eras. 

Analyze how electronics impacted societal 

norms and popular music since the 1970‟s. 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ET CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 
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 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing  ET CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting  ETA CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Technology 

History 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

 

Supporting Text pages  

Teacher Resources 

Texts: 

 

Supplemental Workbooks: 

 

Websites: https://blog.udemy.com/history-of-electronic-music/ 

 

Worksheets: Worksheet to accompany „Rock‟ Article 

Worksheet to accompany „Avicci‟ Article 

 

https://blog.udemy.com/history-of-electronic-music/
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Videos: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=srwxJUXPHvE  Can’t Buy Me Love- The Beatles 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXdNnw99-Ic Wish you Were Here- Pink Floyd 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Compare and Contrast Essay on genres and 

electronics 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Analyze the social, historical, and political 

impact of artists on culture and the impact of 

culture on the arts. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

 Synthesizer, Rock, Dubstep, Synthesizer, Genre, Era 

 

Compare and contrast. 

Reading articles and watching videos to develop understandings 

Historical timeline with eras and genres. 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=srwxJUXPHvE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXdNnw99-Ic
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* Shorten Units 1 and 2 to about 4 Weeks each when 1 Marking Period of Music is given* 

Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 7 – Unit 1:  Creative Process 

Suggested Time Frame September- October (Approximately 7 Weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will be able to differentiate between melody and chordal accompaniment. Students will 

be able to identify and compose music in various song forms.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

 

 

1.2 The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements 

and principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, and 

visual art. 

 

1.1.8.B.1  Common, recognizable musical forms often have characteristics related to specific 

cultural traditions. 

1.1.8.B.2  Compositional techniques used in different styles and genres of music vary according 

to prescribed sets of rules. 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

Music helps define cultural identity. 

Music can be made from anything. 

 

Essential Questions: 

Why do we make music? 

How is music made? 

 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Song form. 

Cultural Instrumentation. 

Tempo. 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Identify and demonstrate the differences in 

melody and harmony in both difference styles 

and genres of music and identify and 

demonstrate specific rhythms utilized in 

various ethnic dances. 

Analyze and demonstrate how tempo is 

employed to identify dance music from various 

cultures (e.g., African, European, Gypsy etc.). 

Identify and demonstrate specific rhythms 

utilized in various ethnic dances. 
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Analyze and demonstrate differences of 

melody between Eastern and European folk 

music. 

Explain how tempo is employed to identify 

dance music from various cultures (e.g., 

African, European, Gypsy etc.) and explain the 

differences of melody between Eastern and 

European folk music. 

Describe and demonstrate how tempo 

identifies various styles of American Popular 

Music (e.g., Rock & Roll, Rhythm & Blues, 

Country, Funk etc.). 

Identify specific compositional forms in 

various styles of music (e.g., ABA, Rondo), 

and specific rhythms utilized in various ethnic 

dances. 

Identify and demonstrate the differences in 

rhythms and simple chord progressions are 

utilized in various styles of American Popular 

Music. 

Describe how the chorus/verse form is utilized 

as well as how vocalists embellish the singing 

of melodies in various styles of American 

Popular Music. 

 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ET CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ET CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 
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research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

 

 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

 

Supporting Text pages  

Teacher Resources 

Texts: 

 

Supplemental Workbooks: 

 

Websites: 

 

Worksheets: 

Alfred‟s Essentials of Music Theory (bound)- page 299 

 

Videos: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iN5Jv9s-z80 Music K-8 „Presto Largo‟  

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Final Composition in specific song form, 

utilizing a given cultural instrumentation 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iN5Jv9s-z80
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 Analyze the application of the elements of 

music in diverse Western and non-Western 

musical works from different historical eras 

using active listening and by reading and 

interpreting written scores. 

Compare and contrast the use of structural 

forms and the manipulation of the elements of 

music in diverse styles and genres of musical 

compositions. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

 Vocabulary: Tempo, Presto, Vivace, Allegro, Moderato, Andante, Largo 

 

Compare and contrasts tempos. 

Identify tempos and instrumentation. 

Identify and describe song forms. 

Compose in song form by „Creating Loops In Various Song Forms‟ in 

Garage Band 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 7 – Unit 2:  Performing 

Suggested Time Frame November- December (Approximately 7 Weeks)  

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will know how to play the piano using the treble and bass clef staff. Students will apply 

this knowledge to perform songs of different cultures and time periods.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

 

1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 

appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art.  

 

1.3.8.B.2  Stylistic considerations vary across genres, cultures, and historical eras. 

1.3.8.B.3  : Understanding of discipline-specific arts terminology (e.g., crescendo, diminuendo, 

pianissimo, forte, etc.) is a component of music literacy. 

1.3.8.B.4  Improvisation is a compositional skill that is dependent on understanding the elements 

of music as well as stylistic nuances of historical eras and genres of music. 

 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

Melody is a succession of pitches strung 

together. 

Pitches are high and low sounds of music. 

 

Essential Questions: 

What makes up a melody? 

 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Piano. 

Piano Keys. 

Folk Songs. 

Enharmonics. 

 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Play folk songs from various western cultures 

with appropriate expressive elements, and with 

attention to dynamic qualities that accurately 

convey the intended mood or message of the 

music. 

Play folk songs from various non-western 

cultures with appropriate expressive elements, 

and with attention to dynamic qualities that 

accurately convey the intended mood or 

message of the music. 
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Perform music of various cultural genres on 

instruments (e.g., Orff instruments, recorder, 

homemade instruments, found instruments, 

etc.) with appropriate expressive elements, and 

with attention to dynamic qualities that 

accurately convey the intended mood or 

message of the music. 

Improvise short musical phrases with voice or 

instrument in the appropriate genre or style, 

and with contrasting dynamic elements (e.g., 

scat singing, call and response, echo). 

Identify the effect on mood and/or message of 

dynamic contrasts in various music examples. 

 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ETA CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ET CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 
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while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

History 

 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

 

Supporting Text pages  

Teacher Resources 

Texts: 

 

Supplemental Workbooks: 

 

Websites: 

 

Worksheets: 
101 Music Activities- pg. 75, 76, 85, 86, 87, 92 

Alfred‟s Essential‟s of Music Theory (spiral)- pg. 33 

30 Days of Music Theory- pg. 22, 23, 24, 25, 34, 35, 40, 41,  

Videos: 

 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Piano Test 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Improvise music in a selected genre or style, 

using the elements of music that are consistent 

with basic playing and/or singing techniques in 

that genre or style. 

Apply theoretical understanding of expressive 

and dynamic music terminology to the 

performance of written scores in the grand 

staff. 
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Perform independently and in groups with 

expressive qualities appropriately aligned with 

the stylistic characteristics of the genre. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Vocabulary- Enharmonic 

 

Piano key note naming/identification. 

Treble clef and bass clef review 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 7 – Unit 3:  Performing 

Suggested Time Frame January- February (Approximately 7 Weeks)  

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will know how the grand staff is applied to the keyboard. Students will be able to play 

melodies, chord accompaniments and improvise on the keyboard using the grand staff.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

 

1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 

appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art.  

 

1.3.8.B.2  Stylistic considerations vary across genres, cultures, and historical eras. 

1.3.8.B.3  : Understanding of discipline-specific arts terminology (e.g., crescendo, diminuendo, 

pianissimo, forte, etc.) is a component of music literacy. 

1.3.8.B.4  Improvisation is a compositional skill that is dependent on understanding the elements 

of music as well as stylistic nuances of historical eras and genres of music. 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

Music helps define cultural identity. 

Music is personal. 

Music can be made from anything. 

 

Essential Questions: 

Why do we make music? 

How is music made? 

 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Piano. 

Piano Keys. 

Enharmonics. 

 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Perform improvised melodic ostinatos using 

the pentatonic scale in an ensemble setting 

with expressive qualities appropriately aligned 

with the stylistic characteristics of the genre 

(e.g., jazz, swing, rock, blues etc.). 

Perform scored and improvises music from a 

variety of styles or musical genres 

(independently and in groups) and apply 

theoretical understanding of expressive and 

dynamic music qualities expressed in the score 

in the grand staff. 
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In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  ET CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ETA CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ETA CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting  ET CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

 

 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

 

Secondary Source  
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Readings 

Supporting Text pages  

Teacher Resources 

Texts: 

 

Supplemental Workbooks: 

 

Websites: 

 

Worksheets: 

 

Videos: 

 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Improvisation Song Project 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Perform independently and in groups with 

expressive qualities appropriately aligned with 

the stylistic characteristics of the genre. 

Apply theoretical understanding of expressive 

and dynamic music terminology to the 

performance of written scores in the grand 

staff. 

Improvise music in a selected genre or style, 

using the elements of music that are consistent 

with basic playing and/or singing techniques in 

that genre or style. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Perform melodies and choral accompaniments on piano. 

Perform improvisation over choral accompaniments. 

Work in pairs/groups to improvise over ostinatos/chordal accompaniments. 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 
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per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 7 – Unit 4:  Aesthetic Responses and Critique 

Methodologies 

Suggested Time Frame March- April (Approximately 7 Weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will identify and describe musical characteristics of Western and Eastern music. 

Students will compare and contrast music from the 21
st
 Century to all previously learned time 

periods.   

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

 

1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and 

apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

 

1.4.8.A.3  Performance technique in dance, music, theatre, and visual art varies according to 

historical era and genre. 

1.4.8.A.5  Symbolism and metaphor are characteristics of art and art-making. 

1.4.8.B.3  Universal elements of art and principles of design apply equally to artwork across 

cultures and historical eras. 

 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

Music helps define cultural identity. 

Music helps build a sense of community. 

 

 

Essential Questions: 

How does music impact our lives? 

Why do we make music? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Compare and contrast. 

Musical styles. 

21
st
 Century Music. 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Compare and contrast characteristics of music 

from both Eastern and Western cultures and 

historical eras and Identify examples of 

amalgamations of musical styles throughout 

history. 

Apply characteristics of music from both 

Eastern and Western cultures and historical 

eras to musical performance. 

Identify examples of symbolism during the 
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Romantic period through the 21st century from 

various musical examples. 

Compare and contrast music from different 

cultures and/or eras in a written essay. 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ET CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ETA CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

History 

 

Student Resources 
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Primary Source  

Readings 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

 

Supporting Text pages  

Teacher Resources 

Texts: 

 

Supplemental Workbooks: 

 

Websites: 

 

Worksheets: 

 

Videos: 

 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Compare and Contrast Essay 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Distinguish among artistic styles, trends, and 

movements in dance, music, theatre, and visual 

art within diverse cultures and historical eras. 

Interpret symbolism and metaphors embedded 

in works of dance, music, theatre, and visual 

art. 

Compare and contrast examples of archetypal 

subject matter in works of art from diverse 

cultural contexts and historical eras by writing 

critical essays. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

 Compare and Contrast. 

Eastern and Western musical styles. 

21
st
 Century musical styles. 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 
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instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 7 – Unit 5:  History of the Arts and Culture 

Suggested Time Frame May- June (Approximately 7 Weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will be able to compare and contrast Shakespeare‟s „Romeo and Juliet‟ to Bernstein‟s 

„West Side Story‟.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

 

1.2 History of the Arts and Culture: All students will understand the role, development, 

and influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures. 

 

1.2.8.A.1  Technological changes have and will continue to substantially influence the 

development and nature of the arts. 

1.2.8.A.2  Tracing the histories of dance, music, theatre, and visual art in world cultures provide 

insight into the lives of people and their values. 

1.2.8.A.3  The arts reflect cultural mores and personal aesthetics throughout the ages. 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

Music is personal. 

Music is the universal language.  

Music tells a story through time. 

 

 

Essential Questions: 

How does music impact our lives? 

When is music entertainment and when is it an 

art? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Compare and contrast. 

Musical Theatre.  

 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Differentiate the important societal issues 

represented in Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet 

and Bernstein's West Side Story. 

Trace the history of sound recording and its 

impact on music in the 20th century. 

 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 



146 
 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  ET CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ET CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ETA CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing  ETA CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting  ET CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Literacy 

 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

 

Supporting Text pages  

Teacher Resources 

Texts: 
Excerpts from „Romeo and Juliet‟ 
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Supplemental Workbooks: 

 

Websites: 

 

Worksheets: 

 

Videos: 

Bernstein‟s „West Side Story‟ 

 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Compare and Contrast Essay 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Map historical innovations in dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art that were caused by the 

creation of new technologies. 

Differentiate past and contemporary works of 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art that 

represent important ideas, issues, and events 

that are chronicled in the histories of diverse 

cultures. 

Analyze the social, historical, and political 

impact of artists on culture and the impact of 

culture on the arts. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

 Understanding of Shakespeare‟s „Romeo and Juliet‟ 

Understanding of Bernstein‟s „West Side Story‟ 

Skills to Compare and Contrast. 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 
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bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 7 – Extra Performing Unit- Guitar 

Suggested Time Frame  (Approximately 7 Weeks)  

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will know how to read tablature. Students will be able to play melodies on acoustic 

guitar using tablature.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

 

1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 

appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art.  

 

1.3.8.B.2  Stylistic considerations vary across genres, cultures, and historical eras. 

1.3.8.B.3  : Understanding of discipline-specific arts terminology (e.g., crescendo, diminuendo, 

pianissimo, forte, etc.) is a component of music literacy. 

1.3.8.B.4  Improvisation is a compositional skill that is dependent on understanding the elements 

of music as well as stylistic nuances of historical eras and genres of music. 

 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

Music helps define cultural identity. 

Music is personal. 

Music can be made from anything. 

 

Essential Questions: 

Why do we make music? 

How is music made? 

 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Tablature. 

Guitar. 

 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Perform folk song melodies on guitar 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 
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9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  ET CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ETA CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ETA CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting  ET CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

 

 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

 

Supporting Text pages  

Teacher Resources 

Texts: 

 

Supplemental Workbooks: 

 

Websites: 
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Worksheets: 

 

Videos: 

 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Guitar Song Packet 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Perform independently and in groups with 

expressive qualities appropriately aligned with 

the stylistic characteristics of the genre. 

Apply theoretical understanding of expressive 

and dynamic music terminology to the 

performance of written scores in the grand 

staff. 

Improvise music in a selected genre or style, 

using the elements of music that are consistent 

with basic playing and/or singing techniques in 

that genre or style. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Vocabulary: Tablature, Fret, Finger Board, Pick 

 

Rhythmic playing. 

String identification. 

Tablature reading. 

Perform melodies on guitar. 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 
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bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 8 – Unit 1:  Creative Process 

Suggested Time 

Frame 

 September- October (Approximately 7 Weeks) 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to 

do? 

 

Students will recognize historical events and composers and their effects on music. 

Students will recognize how one genre of music can affect another.  

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.1 The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the 

elements and principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art. 

 

1.1.8.B.1. Analyze the application of the elements of music in diverse Western and non-

Western musical works from different historical eras using active listening and by 

reading and interpreting written scores. 

1.1.8.B.2. Compare and contrast the use of structural forms and the manipulation of the 

elements of music in diverse styles and genres of musical composition. 

Enduring Understandings: 

Music expresses human experience and 

values. 

Music is a personal experience. 

All music has value even if it differs from 

an individual‟s musical preference. 

Essential Questions: 

How does one musical style influence 

another? 

How do music and history influence each 

other? 

Why should we respect music even if we 

don‟t like the way it sounds? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Same vs. Different (Style) 

Compare and Contrast 

Musical Genres 

Composers 

 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

 

Explain how tempo is employed to identify 

dance music and popular American music 

 

Identify and demonstrate specific rhythms 

utilized in American popular dance music 
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In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ET CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing  ETA CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ETA CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

 

Describe how melody, harmony, and the 

ABA/CHORUS-VERSE form evolved 

through each style of Jazz (e.g., Swing, Be-

Bop, Afro Cuban, Latin, Avant-Garde etc.). 

 

Describe, identify and demonstrate how 

simple chord progressions are utilized in 

various styles of music. 

 

Identify specific compositional forms in 

various styles of music (e.g., ABA, Rondo, 

Theme and Variations). 

 

Identify and demonstrate specific rhythms 

utilized in American popular dance music 
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paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  ETA CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

History 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Unit Test  

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Recognize common musical forms often have 

characteristics related to specific cultural 

traditions. 

Recognize works of dance, music, theatre, and 

visual art as a reflection of societal values and 

beliefs. 

Relate common artistic elements that define 

distinctive art genres in dance, music, theatre, 

and visual art. 

Determine the impact of significant 

contributions of individual artists in dance, 

music, theatre, and visual art from diverse 

cultures throughout history 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

 

Supporting Text pages  

Teacher Resources 

Texts: 

 

Supplemental Workbooks: 
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Websites: 

 

Worksheets: 

Jazz Era Articles and Chart 

Rap Article and Timeline worksheet 

 

Videos:  

Jazz 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kmfeKUNDDYs „Hello Dolly‟ Louie Armstrong 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDQpZT3GhDg „Don‟t mean a Thing‟ Duke 

Ellington 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rFFfoLhxgmI „Hot House‟ Dizzy Gillespie and 

Charlie Parker 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNbsnBZOwqE „Birdland‟ Maynard Ferguson 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kjBZEMkmwYA „Follow the Drinking Gourd‟- 

Eric Bibb 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gryfRoqbu4c „Swing Low Sweet Chariot‟ 

Beyonce (start at .35) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xa5PO5BpfkY „One note Samba‟ Ella Fitzgerald 

Rap 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mcCK99wHrk0 Rapper‟s Delight- Sugarhill 

Gang  (1979) end at 1:16 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IzpJ2CZ5nxM „The Message‟ Grand Master Flash 

end at 1:10 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4B_UYYPb-Gk „Walk This Way‟ Run DMC 

(1986) end at 1:18 show 2:59- 3:45 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1nCqRmx3Dnw „Fresh Prince of BelAir‟ (1990) 

can show whole video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6VCdJyOAQYM „Tennessee‟ Arrested 

Development (1992) stop at 1:08 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JwBjhBL9G6U „Flip Fantasia‟ Cantaloop (1993) 

can show whole video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7OVzfZgZ1tg „First in Flight‟ Blackalicious 

(2002) stop at 1:28 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IYlqUSkBgwQ „Lose Yourself‟ Eminem (2003) 

stop at 2:00 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nYPvenPFMg0 „Same Love‟ Macklemore (2012) 

can show whole video 

 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional Descriptions 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kmfeKUNDDYs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDQpZT3GhDg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rFFfoLhxgmI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNbsnBZOwqE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kjBZEMkmwYA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gryfRoqbu4c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xa5PO5BpfkY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mcCK99wHrk0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IzpJ2CZ5nxM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4B_UYYPb-Gk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1nCqRmx3Dnw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6VCdJyOAQYM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JwBjhBL9G6U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7OVzfZgZ1tg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IYlqUSkBgwQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nYPvenPFMg0
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Strategies 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Vocabulary: Jazz, Improvisation, Scat, Syncopation, Rap, Free-Style 

Self-reflection. 

Comparing and contrasting. 

Positive critiquing. 

Identify themes through listening to music from various historical periods. 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 8 – Unit 2:  Performance 

Suggested Time Frame November- December (Approximately 7 Weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will create and perform jazz and rap music.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 

appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, theatre, and 

visual art. 

1.1.3.8.B.1 Perform instrumental or vocal compositions using complex standard and non-

standard Western, non-Western and avant-garde notation. 

1.1.3.8.B.2 Perform independently and in groups with expressive qualities appropriately aligned 

with the stylistic characteristics of the genre. 

1.1.3.8.B.4- Improve music in a selected genre or style, using the elements of music that are 

consistent with the basic playing and/or singing techniques in that genre of style.  

Enduring Understandings: 

Everyone can perform, create and respond to 

music in a meaningful way. 

Improvisation is a spontaneous creative 

process and may involve trial and error, 

Inspiration may come from one's surroundings 

and prior experiences 

Essential Questions: 

What criteria do we use to evaluate a 

performance? 

Where do musicians find inspiration for 

improvisation? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Harmony 

Composition 

iPads and Garage Band 

Jazz- 12 Bar Blues 

Mood 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

 

Perform a 20th century instrumental or vocal 

music composition that incorporates avant-

garde notation techniques. 

 

Perform an improvised solo using the blues 

scale over a twelve-bar blues progression 
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In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  ET CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ET CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management   CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ETA CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration  ETA CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  ETA CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Math 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

12 Bar Blues Improvisation 

Rap Song 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Demonstrate how art communicates ideas 
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about personal and social values and is inspired 

by an individual‟s imagination and frame of 

reference (e.g., personal, social, political, 

historical context). 

Use discipline-specific arts terminology to 

evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of works 

of dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

Sing or play music from complex notation, 

using notation systems in treble and bass clef, 

mixed meter, and compound meter. 

Sing melodic and harmonizing parts, 

independently and in groups, adjusting to the 

range and timbre of the developing voice. 

Improvise and score simple melodies over 

given harmonic structures using traditional 

instruments and/or computer programs. 

Perform a music composition from complex 

notation that expresses moods or emotions 

considered negative 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

 

Supporting Text pages  

Teacher Resources 

Texts: 
 

Supplemental Workbooks: 

 

Websites: 

 

Worksheets: 

 

Videos: 
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Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Vocabulary: Improvisation, Ostinato, Rondo Form (ABACA) 

 

Perform rhythms at varied tempi. 

Read music notation. 

Improvisation. 

Play on instruments. 

Simple composition. 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 8 – Unit 3:  Performance 

Suggested Time Frame January- February (Approximately 7 Weeks) 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will use musical genres, interpretation and styles to affect the mood of a piece.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 

appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art. 

1.3.8.B.2 Perform independently and in groups with expressive qualities appropriately aligned 

with the stylistic characteristics of the genre. 

1.3.8.B.3 Apply theoretical understating of expressive and dynamic music terminology to the 

performance of written scores in the grand staff 

1.3.8.B.4- Improve music in a selected genre or style, using the elements of music that are 

consistent with the basic playing and/or singing techniques in that genre of style.  

Enduring Understandings: 

Rhythm is a fundamental element of music. 

Communication has natural melodic contour. 

Music is a personal experience 

Essential Questions: 

How does rhythm/melody impact how we 

hear/feel music? 

How does music elicit emotion 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Harmony 

Composition 

Mood 

Genres 

Garage Band 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Perform a folk song in a variety of styles, 

employing the appropriate stylistic 

considerations of each style (e.g., Swing, Latin, 

Rock & Roll, etc.). 

 

Perform music (independently and in groups) 

using the appropriate expressive qualities of a 

particular style and rearrange it to conform to a 

new style. Apply theoretical understanding of 

expressive and dynamic musical qualities for 

expression in both styles (e.g. crescendo, 

diminuendo, etc.) 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 
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Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  ET CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ET CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management   CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ETA CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration  ETA CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  ETA CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Math 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Keyboard Folk Song in Several Styles 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Demonstrate how art communicates ideas 

about personal and social values and is inspired 

by an individual‟s imagination and frame of 
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reference (e.g., personal, social, political, 

historical context). 

Use discipline-specific arts terminology to 

evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of works 

of dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

Sing or play music from complex notation, 

using notation systems in treble and bass clef, 

mixed meter, and compound meter. 

Sing melodic and harmonizing parts, 

independently and in groups, adjusting to the 

range and timbre of the developing voice. 

Improvise and score simple melodies over 

given harmonic structures using traditional 

instruments and/or computer programs. 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

 

Supporting Text pages  

Teacher Resources 

Texts: 
 

Supplemental Workbooks: 

 

Websites: 

 

Worksheets: 

 

Videos: 

 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Vocabulary: Rondo Form (ABACA) 

 

Perform rhythms with varied tempi and styles. 
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Read music notation. 

Improvisation. 

Play instruments. 

Simple composition. 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 8 – Unit 4:  Aesthetic Responses and Critique 

Methodologies 

Suggested Time Frame March – April (Approximately 7 weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will understand and describe the purposes of music composition. Students will identify 

the affects musical interpretation has on the overall mood and perception of a work. Students will 

identify trends and symbols and how they changed the music.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.4 All students will demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies, 

judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

 

1.4.8.A.1. Generate observational and emotional responses to diverse culturally and historically 

specific works of dance, music, theatre and visual art. 

1.4.8.A.2. Identify works of dance, music, theatre and visual art that are used for utilitarian and 

non-utilitarian purposes.  

1.4.8.A.3. Distinguish among artistic styles, trend, and movements in dance, music, theatre, and 

visual art within diverse cultures and historical eras. 

1.4.8.B.4. Compare and contrast changes in the accepted meanings of known artworks over time, 

given shifts in societal norms, beliefs or values. 

1.4.8.B.5. Interpret symbolism and metaphors embedded in works of dance, music, theatre, and 

visual art. 

1.4.8.B.6 Differentiate between “traditional” works of art and those that do not use conventional 

elements of style to express new ideas 

1.4.8.B.7. Analyze the form, function, craftsmanship and originality of representative works of 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art.  

 

Enduring Understandings: 

Music helps define cultural identity. 

Music is a part of all cultures. 

Music is a universal language. 

Music is embedded in all aspects of life. 

 

Essential Questions: 

Why do we make music? 

How does music communicate? 

Why is music such an integral part of the 

human life? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Mood 

Compare and Contrast 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Generate observational and emotional 

responses to diverse culturally and historically 
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Musical Genres 

Critiquing Methods 

Composers 

Connections to secular holidays and events 

Behavior and presentation 

specific works of dance, music, theatre, and 

visual art. 

 

Identify music which was originally written for 

the utilitarian purposes and was later used for 

non-utilitarian, such as movies, commercials 

 

Distinguish among artistic styles, trends and 

movements in dance, music, theatre, and visual 

arts within diverse cultures and historical eras. 

 

Analyze and discuss the audience reaction to 

the premiere performance of Stravinsky‟s The 

Rite of Spring. 

 

Interpret symbolism and metaphors embedded 

in works of dance, music, theatre, and visual 

arts. 

 

Using YouTube, compare the effectiveness of 

a piece of concert band music being performed 

by different concert bands 

 

Compare and contrast examples of archetypal 

subject matter in art from diverse cultural 

contexts and historical eras by writing critical 

essays 

 

 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  ET CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ETA CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ETA CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing  ETA CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 
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decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting  ET CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Art 

Literacy 

History 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Compare and Contrast Essays 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Employ basic, discipline-specific arts 

terminology to categorize works of dance, 

music, theatre, and visual art according to 

established classifications. 

Make informed aesthetic responses to artworks 

based on structural arrangement and personal, 

cultural, and historical points of view. 

Demonstrate how art communicates ideas 

about personal and social values and is inspired 

by an individual‟s imagination and frame of 

reference (e.g., personal, social, political, 

historical context). 

Assess the application of the elements of art 
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and principles of design in dance, music, 

theatre, and visual artworks using observable, 

objective criteria. 

Use discipline-specific arts terminology to 

evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of works 

of dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

Define technical proficiency, using the 

elements of the arts and principles of design. 

Distinguish ways in which individuals may 

disagree about the relative merits and 

effectiveness of artistic choices in the creation 

and performance of works of dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art. 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

 

Supporting Text pages  

Teacher Resources 

Texts: 
 

Supplemental Workbooks: 

 

Websites: 

 

Worksheets: 

 

Videos: 

 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

 Vocabulary: Utilitarian  

 

Self-reflection. 

Comparing and contrasting. 

Positive critiquing. 
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Identify themes through listening to music from various historical periods. 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Grade 8 – Unit 5:  History of the Arts and Culture 

Suggested Time Frame May - June (Approximately 7 weeks) 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will identify historical events that changed music and explain the changes that occurred.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

1.2  History of the Arts and Culture: All students will understand the role, development, 

and influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures. 

1.2.8.A.1. Map historical innovations in dance, music, theatre, and visual art that were caused by 

the creation of new technologies. 

1.2.8.A.2. Differentiate past and contemporary works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art that 

represent important ideas, issues, and events that are chronicled in the histories of diverse 

cultures. 

1.2.8.A.3. Analyze the social, historical, and political impact of artists on culture and the impact 

of culture on the arts 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

Music is embedded in all aspects of life. 

Music serves different purposes. 

Music expresses human experiences and 

values. 

Essential Questions: 

Why is music such an integral part of the 

human experience? 

How does music and history influence each 

other? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

Same vs. Different (Style) 

Compare and Contrast 

Musical Genres 

Mood 

Critiquing Methods 

Composers 

Connections to secular holidays and events 

 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

Compare and contrast the impact of technology 

on two listening examples of a student 

recording presented with and without the 

application of "autotune" 

 

Create an original piece of music in the style of 

Musique Concrète using appropriate digital 

audio software. Compare and contrast the 

process and final product to Musique Concrete 

created in the 1940's to created using today's 

computer technologies. 
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Research, listen, write and discuss major 

historic and cultural events that influenced and 

inspired American music in the last 50 years 

(e.g., Civil Rights Movement, Vietnam War, 

Moon Landing, etc.). 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers   CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management   CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

History 

Technology 
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Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Research Project 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Recognize works of dance, music, theatre, and 

visual art as a reflection of societal values and 

beliefs. 

Relate common artistic elements that define 

distinctive art genres in dance, music, theatre, 

and visual art. 

Determine the impact of significant 

contributions of individual artists in dance, 

music, theatre, and visual art from diverse 

cultures throughout history 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

 

Supporting Text pages  

Teacher Resources 

Texts: 
 

Supplemental Workbooks: 

 

Websites: 

 

Worksheets: 

 

Videos: 

 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Self-reflection. 

Comparing and contrasting. 

Historical and musical researching. 
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Identify themes through listening to music from various historical periods. 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 

 

 

 


